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COLLEGE PRAYER

Grant me just this boon, O sovereign Lord !

May | never shrink from the doing of righteous deeds;
May I fight, without flinching, all adversaries in the
battle of life and vanquish them decisively,

As a Sikh, may | redeem my mind from the vice of attachment,
And even whenn imminent death approaches my mortal life
May | embrace it fighting unswervingly
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EDITORIAL

We take immense pleasure in presenting the second edition of the Chronicle. This edition is a sign of the commit-
ment to make the Chronicle a tradition of the Department of History. This newsletter maintains standard and
structure and contains vivacity in expressions. The content has been edited up to reasonable extend possible how-
ever some views expressed by individuals may attract disparagement and that in academics is important to initiate
the discourse. We have not been able to include all the entries in this edition but they will positively find space in

the upcoming editions.

The response we have received from our contributors and readers gives us great satisfaction and encouragements
to work hard to keep this platform alive and we are delighted to see the active involvement of our alumni with the
department through the Chronicle. We are especially thankful to our principal for the support and motivation. We
are also thankful to all who directly or indirectly contributed in this edition. The feedbacks have helped us in im-
proving the Chronicle and we hope that unceasing interest of our readers will result into further extemporization
and perfection. The entries for the next edition are invited and you may send it at mschistorydepart-
ment(5)gmail.com.



6AUTAM BUDDHA (SKETCH)

Jasmeet Kaur

(B.A. History Honours lInd year)



FADING TRADITION OF PATOLA

Radhika Malhotra
(B.A. History Honours lind year)

India, being a diverse country, is home to various traditional art and craft forms. Every state has their own art and
craft forms to boast about. However, many traditional art and crafts of India are dying a slow death due to moderniza-
tion and technological developments. The machine made products are being preferred over handmade products and
hence, face a threat of extinction.The list of these diminishing art and craft forms is long, but | would like to highlight
the craft form that interests me the most and i.e. Patola weaving.

Patola is a double ikat woven sari, usually made from silk, in Patan, Gujarat, India. They are very expensive and were
once only worn by those belonging to the royal and aristocratic families. This weaving has been practiced since the
eleventh century. Itis a closely guarded family tradition. There are only three families in Patan that weave these high-
ly prized double ikat saris. It is said that the technique is only taught to the boys in the family.

The technique of weaving Patola is very tedious. The first step involves tying the yarn with the thread according to the
pattern that has been decided. The measurements can be as small as 1/100th of an inch and requires a lot of concen-
tration. The yarn undergoes multiple cycles of tying and dying, according to the colors that have been decided. Every
color has a unique place in the sari and any displacement can send all the hard work down the drain! A unique feature
of the Patola loom is that it is tilted to one side and requires two people to sit and work together on just one sari.
Hence, it takes six months to one year to make one sari due to the precision it requires.

The technique is mainly practiced by the Salvi community and they have built a museum to document the rich herit-
age of Patola weaving. Due to its time consuming process, very few weavers continue to practice this technique. Also,
because of its high cost, people cannot afford to buy Patola, hence receding its demand.

Also, due to the changing times and technological developments, the process of making intricate motifs has been sim-
plified, which appeals to the modern tastes. However, there is a need to rediscover and retain some of the old designs
to prevent these craft forms from fading away forever.
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National Seminar on Eighteenth Century Punjab was orga-
nized by Department of History of Mata Sundri College for
Women on 6thand 7thOctober 2016 in the college premis-
es. Attended by distinguished and renowned scholars and
students of History, it turned out to be a feast of
knowledge with unrestrained flow of thoughts and inti-

mate intellectual interaction among all participants.

Many outstation universities which included Panjabi Uni-
versity, Patiala; Panjab University, Chandigarh; Singhania
University, Rajasthan along with Ambedkar University,
Delhi; Jamia Milia Ismalia, Delhi and University of Delhi
participated in it. Among colleges under University of Del-
hi, there was Bharti, Vivekanand, Indraprastha Colege for
Women, Ramjas, Lady Shri Ram, Daulat Ram, SGND, SGTB,
Kamla Nehru, Atma Ram Sanatam Dharam and Delhi Col-
lege of Arts and Commerce. Punjabi Academy, Delhi and
African Studies also participated in it. More than fifty

scholars and students registered for the seminar.

Seminar was inaugurated on 6thOctober 2016. Dr Kawarjit
Kaur, Officiating Principal, Mata Sundri College for Women
gave the welcome address. The inaugural session was pre-
sided by Prof. Sukhdial Singh, Department of History, Pun-
jabi University, Patiala. Key note address was given by re-
nowned historian Prof. Indu Banga, Professor Emeritus,

“EIGHTEENTH CENTURY PUNJAB”
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Punjab University, Chandigarh. Dr Daljit Kaur introduced

the theme of the seminar through the concept note and
vote of thanks was given by Dr Simmi Kapoor Mehta.

Prof. Sukhdial Singh, Prof. Indu Banga, Mr .Harinder Pal
Singh and Prof. M K Gill were felicitated in the session by
our Hon'ble Principal Dr Kawarjit Kaur and convener Dr
Daljit Kaur, Department of History, Mata Sundri College

for Women.

Prof. Sukhdial Singh covered History of the Eighteenth Cen-
tury Punjab in his presidential address and emphasized the
glory of the 18thcentury Punjab against the notion of dark-
ness related to this century.

Prof. Indu Banga in her key note address set the frame-
work for the seminar by raising the question why study
regional history?' Tracing the idea of sovereignty to Guru
Gobind Singh and carried forward by Banda Bahadur, she
emphasized on the need to study Punjab in the 18thcentu-
ry by incorporating the religion, tradition, customs and
historical evidences in order to produce and understand
the Punjab of 18th century in its totality. Calling for a bal-
ance between heart and mind by using proper historical
methods and tools while maintaining respect for Sikhism
to get a true holistic perception, Prof Banga stressed on
the need to take up rigorous study.



Inaugural session was followed by tea break where infor-
mal intellectual interactions took place giving indications

of fruitful sessions ahead. Post tea session commenced at
12:30 pm and continued till 3:00 pm.

The 1st session was chaired by former principal of Mata
Sundri College for Women, Dr. M K Gill. Three papers were
presented in this session under the theme "Nature of the
State".

Dr. Gurmeet Singh Sidhu presented paper on Nature of
State of Punjab and underlined the contrast between the
state under Khalsa and nature of modern state and he
argued that Khalsa state in 18thcentury Punjab was more
efficient and democratic in terms of revenue and repre-
sentation.

A paper was presented by Mr. Harinder Pal Singh, Chair-
man, Gurmat College, focusing on Banda Singh Bahadur,
an important leader of 18thcentury Punjab. He interpreted
the philosophers of Banda Bahadur and underlined his role
in state formation in 18thcentury Punjab.

The session also witnessed paper presentation of Dr. Har-
bans Kaur Sagoo, Director, Indian Centre for Sikh Studies.

In her paper she discussed shahidi by the Sikhs in 18thcen-
tury. She elaborated many concepts pertaining to martyr-
dom in Sikhism.

After the lunch break the 2rdtechnical session began at
3:40 pm and continued till 5:00 pm. The session was
chaired by Prof. Umesh Ashok Kadam of Centre for Histori-
cal Studies, INU. Two papers were presented in this ses-
sion.

First paper was presented by Dr. Surjit Kaur Jolly, former
Principal of Shyama Prasad Mukherji College, University of
Delhi. She threw light on the Sikh and Jat relations in the
18thcentury Punjab.

Second paper was presented by Dr Sumail Singh Sidhu,
former Assistant Professor, SGTB Khalsa College, Universi-
ty of Delhi. He spoke on the topic 'Aashik, Shaheed and
Khalsa' in which he discussed the founding of Khalsa Panth
in 1699. He specially called it a Sikh movement with a
right, radical and centre. He also talked about community
structure, ideology, and equality. He also provided a differ-
ent interpretation of Rahat Nama.

With last session of the day over, the participants were
eagerly waiting for next day sessions.

The third session of the two day National Seminar started
at 10.30 am on Friday, 7thOctober 2016. Dr. Gurmeet

Singh Sidhu chaired this session. He was felicitated by the
convener, Dr. Daljit Kaur. The speakers for this session
were Dr. Rupali Bhalla Mathur, Prof. Chandra Shekhar and
Mr. Baljeet Singh. After the felicitation of the speakers by
Dr. Daljit Kaur and Dr. Simmi Kapoor Mehta, a brief intro-
duction of the speakers was given by the students of the
college.

The first paper of this session was presented by Dr. Rupali
Bhalla Mathur. She presented a paper titled "Lahore in the
Eighteenth Century" between 10.40 am and 10.55 am. Dr.
Rupali Bhalla Mathur gave a visually rich and intellectually
satisfying presentation on Eighteenth Century Lahore.
Through a colourful powerpoint presentation she traced
the political history of the most important city of Punjab.

The second presentation was made by Prof. Chandra Shek-
har. He presented a paper titled "Editing of the Persian
Texts of Eighteenth Century” between 10.55 am and 11.10
am. His argument was that the lesser known Persian texts

should be explored for rewriting Sikh History.

Mr. Baljeet Singh presented the third paper of this session.
The title of his paper was "Nature of Khalsa State". He
spoke for about twenty minutes on the nature of the Sikh
state. The central argument of this speaker was that the
Sikh state is not theocratic as is widely believed. He under-
lined the democratic nature of the Sikh state.

After the presentations, Dr. Gurmeet Singh Siddhu, who
was chairing the session, reviewed the three papers of the
session. Appreciating the three speakers for their erudite
presentations, he emphasized the need for a new look on
Sikh History.

After the third session there was a tea break for twenty
minutes.

The fourth session of the National Seminar started at
12.35 pm. The program started with the felicitation of Dr.
Surjit Kaur Jolly, who chaired the session, by Dr. Rupali
Bhalla Mathur. The speakers for this session were Dr.
Karamjeet K. Malhotra, Dr. Kiranjit Sethi, Dr. Syed Mubin
Zehra and Dr. Simmi Kapoor Mehta. All the speakers were
felicitated by Shri Harinder Pal Singh.

The first paper titled "Caste in Khalsa" was presented by
Dr. Karamjeet K. Malhotra. Speaking for about twenty
minutes Dr. Malhotra on the basis of contemporary evi-
dences in Persian, Gurmukhi and English discussed the
conception of equality among the Khalsa and the pull of
their caste background.
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After Dr. Malhotra, Dr. Kiranjit Sethi, a
faculty member of Department of Eng-
lish, Mata Sundri College, presented a
paper titled "Mysticism through Femi-
nine Voice in Punjabi Sufi Poetry"”. In her
rich paper on Sufi poetry she spoke
about the transcendental union of lover
and beloved.

The third paper titled "Sikh Shaheedana
Marsiya" was presented by Dr. Syed
Mubin Zehra. In this paper Dr. Zehra
talked about the two marsiyas in which
the sacrifice of the four sons of Guru
Gobind Singh is described.

The last presentation of the National
Seminar was made by Dr. Simmi Kapoor
Mehta. The title of her paper was "Pirs
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and Poetry - Understanding Eighteenth Century Punjab through poetry of Bulleh Shah". In this paper she talked about the
socio-religious and gender conditions of eighteenth century Punjab as reflected in sufi poetry of Bulleh Shah.

After the paper presentations Dr. Surjit Kaur Jolly reviewed the papers and congratulated the speakers for their excellent

performance. It was indeed a wonderful and satisfying academic communion with the desire and hope for more of such

academic enlightenment.

The National Seminar came to a close at 530 pm on 7th October 2016 with the address by Dr Rajesh Kumar from ICHR and

Sh. Gurbhej Singh Gureya, Secretary, Punjabi Academy, New Delhi. The complete event was covered by PTC news channel.



TALK ON HISTORIOGRAPHY OF MEDIEVAL INDIA - DR FIRDOS ANWAR

SCAN THE CODE TO LISTEN THE TALK



Saroj

(B.A. History Honours lllird year)
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HUMAYUN'S TOMB - 1LLUSTATION (PAINTING)
BY SANA ZAKIR (B.A.HISTORY HONOURS MIRD

Year)



INDIAN NATIONAL TRUST FOE ART AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
CINTACH) Workshop - a report

The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) was founded in 1984 in New Delhi with the vision to
spearhead heritage awareness and conservation in India. Today INTACH is recognized as one of the world's largest her-
itage organizations, with over 190 Chapters across the Country. INTACH has done commendable work in the conserva-
tion and preservation of notjust our natural and built heritage but intangible heritage as well. INTACH headquarter is in
New Delhi. The United Nations awarded INTACH a special consultative status with United Nations Economic and Social
Council in 2007

Recognizing the importance of heritage education in spreading awareness among the people, INTACH set up the Herit-
age Education and Communication Service (HECS) in 1998. Since its inception HECS is working to create awareness
about India's natural, built and cultural heritage among different target groups such as the public, professionals, city
and local authorities, school and college teachers, students, and heritage enthusiasts.

HECS organized a College Heritage Volunteer Training Workshop in Delhi on 19thJanuary 2017. This workshop was
meant for six students and a teacher from each participating college of University of Delhi. Mata Sundri College for
Women was represented by six students from lind Year(2016-17) History Honours, namely, Anjali Ghosh, Shikha, Van-
dana Gauhar, Swati, Tanya Bharadwaj and Priyanka Gupta along with their teacher Dr Simmi Kapoor Mehta.



The workshop was divided into six sessions. The inaugural session of the workshop started after the registration at 9.30
am with a very informative lecture presentation by Ms. Purnima Datt, Director, HECS on Heritage - Concept and Intro-
duction. Session 2 began at 10.30 am with another lecture presentation by Prof A.G.K.Menon on Heritage of Delhi and
Heritage based urban Development. He discussed in detail the efforts and initiatives taken by INTACH so that Delhi may
be declared a Heritage City. Session 3 started at 11:45am with a thought provoking lecture on Delhi- then and now by
renowned historian Dr. Narayani Gupta, ex-director, Documentation Centre, INTACH.

The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) was founded in 1984 in New Delhi with the vision to
spearhead heritage awareness and conservation in India. Today INTACH is recognized as one of the world's largest her-
itage organizations, with over 190 Chapters across the Country. INTACH has done commendable work in the conserva-
tion and preservation of not just our natural and built heritage but intangible heritage as well. INTACH headquarter is in
New Delhi. The United Nations awarded INTACH a special consultative status with United Nations Economic and Social
Council in 2007

Recognizing the importance of heritage education in spreading awareness among the people, INTACH set up the Herit-
age Education and Communication Service (HECS) in 1998. Since its inception HECS is working to create awareness
about India's natural, built and cultural heritage among different target groups such as the public, professionals, city
and local authorities, school and college teachers, students, and heritage enthusiasts.

HECS organized a College Heritage Volunteer Training Workshop in Delhi on 19thJanuary 2017. This workshop was
meant for six students and a teacher from each participating college of University of Delhi. Mata Sundri College for
Women was represented by six students from lind Year(2016-17) History Honours, namely, Anjali Ghosh, Shikha, Van-
dana Gauhar, Swati, Tanya Bharadwaj and Priyanka Gupta along with their teacher Dr Simmi Kapoor Mehta.

The workshop was divided into six sessions. The inaugural session of the workshop started after the registration at 9.30
am with a very informative lecture presentation by Ms. Purnima Datt, Director, HECS on Heritage - Concept and Intro-
duction. Session 2 began at 10.30 am with another lecture presentation by Prof A.G.K.Menon on Heritage of Delhi and
Heritage based urban Development. He discussed in detail the efforts and initiatives taken by INTACH so that Delhi may
be declared a Heritage City. Session 3 started at 11:45am with a thought provoking lecture on Delhi- then and now by
renowned historian Dr. Narayani Gupta, ex-director, Documentation Centre, INTACH.

Session 4 began at 12:45 pm by Ms Padma Rohilla explained about conservation of material heritage in her lecture
presentation on Understanding Material Heritage. This was followed by taking all the participants in groups to differ-
ent sections of Conservation Laboratory where the participants were shown how conservation takes place of different
material heritage items.

Lunch was followed by Session 5 in
which again student-teacher groups
were taken for Heritage Walk by Dr
Swapna Liddle to Lodhi Gardens
where she explained about Sayyid
and Lodhi monuments and how the
conservation and preservation of
these monuments had been done by
the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) and INTACH.



Session 6 was on College Heritage Volunteer Programme and Heritage in my Institution. In this session students were
told how they can be active participants in preservation of the cultural and natural heritage by their small efforts in
their own areas, colleges etc. and spread awareness amongst others.

After Session 6, all the participating colleges were asked to give a presentation on what these students could do for
INTACH and what INTACH could do for them. Among the participating colleges, St. Stephens, Lady Shriram, Gargi, In-
draprastha, Jesus and Mary, Delhi College of Arts and Commerce, Kalindi, Hindu and Mata Sundri College for Women.

The Student group of Mata Sundri College for Women were first to give the presentation and it was appreciated a lot.
They began by introducing themselves and told about how and what their college has done to make students aware of
their heritage and what they could do. The workshop concluded with the students and teachers being given participa-
tion certificates.
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A VISIT TO THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF INDIA

tgr

Simran Randhawa

(B.A.History Hons lind year)

Every year the Department of History of Mata Sundri College for Women makes a mandatory visit to the National Mu-
seum of India and it is worth a trip. Our batch, B.A. History Honours 1st Year (2016-17) had visited the museum along
with three faculty members, Ms Shabnam Suri, Ms Panchali Devi and Mr Navendu Shekhar of the department on 7th
February 2017.

National Museum is the premier Museum of India and it holds articles ranging from the pre-historic era to modern
works of art. At the root of the idea of the National Museum was an exhibition of Indian art and artifacts at Burlington
House in London. It was decided to exhibit same artifacts in India as well. A Museum was then established on 15thAu-
gust 1949 at the Rashtrapati Bhawan. The exhibition was shown at Rashtrapati Bhawan was so successful that it led to
the decision to form a permanent Museum. On 15 may 1955, the then Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru laid the cor-
nerstone of the Museum and on 18 December 1960 the present building of National Museum was building formally
opened to the public.

Presently, the National Museum houses over 2,10,000 art objects representing 5000 years of Indian art and craft. The
Museum has various sections of display galleries. The first gallery that we saw was of the Harappan Civilization or the
Indus Valley Civilization. This gallery has put up on display various artifacts which include seals, tablets, weights &
measures, jewellery, figurines and toys. | remember vividly figurines in bronze and terracotta, bone objects, toys and
very beautifully decorated shining pottery excavated from the Harappan sites. The gallery has also put up on display
one of the skeleton which was found from Rakhigarhi. Another fascinating view was of the famous bronze statute of
the dancing girl and mother goddess with an elaborated headdress in the Museum.

From the Harappan gallery we had moved on to see the Maurya, Shunga and Satavahana collection. This gallery has
objects from 4th to 1st century BCE. The gallery houses along with other artifacts fragments of railing from various an-
cient stupas, like the railing from Bharut Stupa showing the episodes of Buddha's life.

The famous 'Standing Buddha' sculpture from Gandhara School of art can be seen in the Kushana Gallery with other
sculpture including Kuber, Bodhisattva and the Jain votive plaque. With that we enter the Gupta Gallery and at the en-
trance we can see two very detailed statues of goddess Ganga and Yamuna standing on their vehicle, the makara and
the turtle respectively, holding a pot full of water. In the Gupta gallery we can see sculptures and panels depicting
scenes from the epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata and beautiful sculptures of Hindu gods and goddess like Lord
Vishnu, mother goddess and ekmukha shivlinga just to name a few.

The Medieval Arts Gallery is filled with statues and sculptures of god and goddess. The Museum also holds a brilliant
section of Indian miniature paintings and it has over 17,000 miniature painting divided according to the places and time
where the school of art flourished. These beautiful paintings are done on various materials such as palm leaf, cloth,
wood surface, leather etc. These miniature paintings belong to different major styles such as the Mughal, Deccani, Ra-
jasthani, Pahari and maybe other sub-styles.



The Mughal paintings mainly illustrate durbar scenes or portraiture. Famous paintings like marriage procession of Dara
Shikoh & Jahangir are also shown in the display. The Rajasthani and Pahari Miniature Paintings illustrate Hindu mytho-
logical themes. The most famous painting from this school of art is BANI - THANI. It is a portrait of a woman who is ele-
gant and graceful. She has been labelled as the India's Mona Lisa.

The Buddhist Artifacts Gallery has Buddha's relics from a stupa built by Emperor Ashoka and we were fortunate enough
to witness Buddhist monks paying homage to the relics.

The National Museum also depicts the evolution of Indian script, it has large sized well-lit transparencies on show
which narrates the development on various Indian scripts, this gallery leads into the Bronze gallery. The Bronze Gallery
- a collection of Hindu statues made in bronze. The iconic Shiva dancing nataraja is on display in this gallery .The Coin
Gallery of National Museum has been set up in an innovative manner; it starts from cowries and ends at the credit
cards.

The National Museum has the most extensive collection of jewellery in India. The jewellery gallery is called ALAMKARA
- the beauty of ornaments. This collection is under high security, the visitors have to go through a proper security check
before entering the gallery. This fabulous collection includes simple yet beautiful bead necklace from the Harappan
Civilization to jewels adorned with images of god and goddess to the magnificent items that once reposed in the treas-
ury of the Mughal Emperors and Maharajas.

As astudent of history itis very important for us to see for ourselves the things which are being talked about in the
textbooks since books provide us knowledge but a personal visual experience changes our perception towards particu-
lar things. Our visit to the National Museum of History was very enlightening and leaves an unforgettable imprint on
our memories as in today's world where most of us are on the brink of forgetting how rich our civilization was, it is
through these museums it becomes easy and convenient for the people to peep into the history and unravel India's
rich culture.
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Pranavi Jha

(B.A. History Honours lllrd year)
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REMINISCING

Binita Mehar

(B.A. History Honours lllrd year-2014-17)

Pursuing graduation from MATA SUNDRI COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, UNIVERSITY of DELHI under the guidance of the dedi-
cated faculty members of Department of History has been a remarkable experience. Iwould like to thank, the Principal
forgiving us unique opportunities, providing well equipped library, well maintained college vicinity, canteen and audi-
torium along with a conference hall etc. As at the end of the journey there are many untold and unsaid efforts of the
teachers I would like to present heartfelt gratitude to our respected teachers who not only made us work hard, but
they themselves put in extra efforts for our brighter future.

History Department bid farewell to us on 21st April 2017. The farewell consisted of an interactive session with the
alumni of the department who guided us regarding the future career options. It continued for about an hour, where
the students and teachers interacted and guided us with the eligibility criteria and future alternative career options as
well. The session started at 9:00 am and continued till 3:00 pm. We were welcomed and received by the juniors. They
welcomed us by putting tika on our foreheads and gave us our class group photograph as memento, which was an
astonishing gift for us . After the interaction session, we had a very interesting gaming session as well - the jun-
iors, prepared a variety of chits with contained different situations and the person who so ever picks up on chits
they were suppose to perform as per the demand of the chit . It was total fun game, some were told to mimic, and
some to make whatsapp faces. The next round was the guessing game, where the pictures of some of the students
were shown when they were kids on the projector and we had to guess who it was. It was a hard one as it was difficult
to guess those cute little faces that had now turned into mature young ladies.

We started with our lunch at 1:30 pm. | would like to thank, our juniors and golden hearted teachers for their
thoughtfulness and hospitality. After our lunch we had a photo session with our teachers. It was a very emotional mo-
ment for all of us.

I, on behalf of the other students, would like to thank ourjuniors and our teachers for giving us and adding on an
amazing and remarkable memory.

Every end has a new beginning, and so here we are ending up with our graduation and all geared up to face the outer
world as strong women of tomorrow. | thank my batch mates and the teachers for giving me these moments to smile

upon later in life.

With Best regards!!



CREATIVITY' ON BOARDS

ARTISTS- SIMRAN ANAND AND NEHA VARUN- B.A. History Honours llird year

CALLIGRAPHY - NISHA- B.A. History Honours llird year



ART WORK - PRANJALI SAINI- B.A. History Honours lind year.



BUYING OF BRIDES IN INDIA

Pranjali Saini
(B.A. History Honours lIndYear)

Buying of brides is a very common practice in India. To say it in a more urban way it is called "dowry". It is very much of acom-
mon practice in rural as well as some urban areas of states like Haryana, Punjab, Bihar and Maharashtra. A survey of 10,000
households in northern states found that more than 9,000 married women had come from poorer families of other states.

In a country where marital rape is still lawful, this news does not come as very much of a shock. But still what is the reason for
this? Is it ill-literacy, poverty, foeticide, unemployment or gender imbalance? How woeful it is all of the above. Preference of
male babiesl has created one of the most severe gender imbalances and now shortage of women is fuelling as a dangerous
demand for brides. Men are now desperate to marry. Furthermore poor families sell their daughters in lure of mere Rs 10,000
because in India a daughter is considered an object whose maintenance is a nuisance and also very expensive.

The question today is "why there is such difference towards women in India?" Could some of these differences arise because
girls and women are generally biologically weaker? To answer this ‘Kamla Bhasin'2in her article says that "neither sex nor na-
ture is responsible for the unjustifiable inequalities that exist between women and men. Like the inequalities between castes,
classes and races, these too are manmade; they are historical constructs and therefore can be questioned, challenged and
changed. A woman may well have children but that should be no reason for inferiority and subordination; nor should deter-
mine her education, training or job opportunities” to this she also adds a beautiful and strong question that "Why should hav-
ing different bodies and different functions lead to inequality? You do not have to be the same to be equal, to have equal
rights and opportunities.”

From womb to tomb women are victims of violence and deprivation. It is not even about the female foeticide but the general
respect and lack of value for girls. Maybe it's the change of social norms or the complex of superiority that led towards such
behavior for women. Since birth only we can see the differentiation in the behavior towards a female and a male child. Then
be it in terms of how they are raised, opportunities and choices

given or the rate of freedom given to both. We can take examples from daily life only like 'why men look good without make
up!?* or 'why only it is the duty of women to cook and clean?' To answer the first question this is because they are never told
off it otherwise because beauty and imperfections are always associated with women only and for the second one is off
course due to orthodox mentality and patriarchal society.

Even this hypocrisy is also not new, it has been happening since ages. Take the example from Ramayana, it was Sita, in the
end that was questioned about her chastity and later abandoned while she was pregnant. Why? Just because directly con-
fronting her didn't seem right as opposed to any other solution? But the question of the hour is 'why nobody wants to raise
this topic? Why such insensitivity towards it? ' Is it because even today female gender is such an inferior and downtrodden
concept that nobody wants to give a second glance towards it? It is high time that questions against misogyny be raised. Not
because of what has happened or what is happening towards the vulnerable section of our society, but because this section is
also half of our society.

Footnotes-

1. www.aliazeera.com, 14 November 2016
2. Kamla Bhasin - Understanding Heritage, pp. 9-11.


http://www.aliazeera.com

ALUMNI CORNER

ALUMNI MEET JANUARY 2017 - A REPORT

The first Alumni Meet, organised by Department of History, Mata Sundri College for Women on 21st January
2017 was a nostalgic walk down the memory lane for all the alumni gathered there. The meet started tradi-
tionally with the lighting of lamp and was followed by the college prayer. The occasion was graced by more
than 150 alumni and ranging across various batches. Speaking on the occasion, Dr Daljit Kaur, Department of
History welcomed the alumni. She not only brought into the notice of everyone present and but also praised
the achievements of the alumni in all walks/spheres of life. She felt that it was matter of great pride for Ma-
ta Sundri College that its alumni were well placed and holding positions of responsibility in various govern-
ment sectors, PSUs, Private sector, Academic Institutions, etc. She was proud of their contribution towards
the growth and recognition of their alma mater and emphasized the need for further strengthening the links
between the alumni, the faculty of Department of History and the current students.

This inaugural session was also attended by the principal, Dr Kawarjit Kaur and retired faculty members like
Mrs Anita Narayan, Dr. Tripta Verma and Mrs Meenakshi Sahay and also Ms Shabnam Suri

and other faculty members. Dr Kawarjit Kaur highlighted the achievements of Mata Sundri College for Wom-
en and called for greater alumni participation The inaugural session was followed by a cultural programme
present by the students of department of history. There was a great sense of bonhomie everywhere with

old students reliving their old memories with their batch mates, seniors and juniors. Many of the current
students were also seen interacting with their passed out seniors and learning from their experiences. In all,
the ambience was electric with everyone seen chatting and dancing in groups.

The highlight of the day's programme was launching of the very first edition of The Chronicle', newsletter of
the Department of History by Dr Kawarjit Kaur. This is an attempt to encourage and recognize the talents,
interests, creative expressions and abilities of expression of our keen minded students. This newsletter is
also expected to provide a platform to our alumni and also to build a strong and close association with their
alma mater.

To set ball rolling the alumni were invited to share with students their past and present experiences with
everyone present and also their suggestions. A number of commendable suggestions and proposals came
up. It was decided to strengthen the link between the current students and alumni by forming a support
group to guide the current students in the area of placement and career. Finally, a body of office bearers
was formally elected and constituted to carry forward the work of Alumni Association. The office bearers
thanked the alumni in reposing their faith in them and pledged to work selflessly for growth of association
and the Department. The Alumni Meet ended with promise to meet again and everyone bid emotional fare-
well to each other and their beloved Department of History.
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QUIZZING AROUND

Gunieve Jaswal

(B.A. History Honours 2013-2016)

Q1) In connection with the Indus Valley Civilization, we d) Mirabai

come across the name of )
Q.6) Who wrote Harsha-charita?

a) Sir Alexander Cunningham
a) Bana Bhatta

b) Sir Mortimer Wheeler

b) Kalhana
c) SirVincent Smith ]

c) Kalidas
d) D.D. Kosambi

d) Surdas

Q2) The Saka era began in the year? ) ) )
Q7) Which region among the following was not conquered by

3) 58 BC Ranjit Singh?
b) 78 BC a) Beas -Sutlej territory
c) 58 AD b) Multan
d) 78 AD c) Kashmir
. d) Peshawar
Q.3) Which metal was not used by the Indus Valley peo-
ple? Q8) The first European country to establish trade relations
a) Silver with India in 15th century-
Portugal
b) Gold 3) ortuga
b) Holland
c) lIron
c) France
d) Copper
) PP d) England
Q4) Who described Indians as "hot tempered but hon- Q.9) The last Nawab of Awadh was
est.”
a) Nasiruddin
Huein T .
3 uein fsang b) Nisiuddaulah
b) Megasthenes 0) Mohammed Ali Shah
c) Fa-Hien d) Wajid Ali Shah
d) Afanasy Nikitin Q.10) Who amongst the following Peshwa is known in history
Q5)Who was the author of Gita Gobind ? as"Nana Saheb "
. . a) Bajirao 1
a) Vidyapati
b) Balaji Bajirao 1
b) Surdas
c) Madho Rai

c) Jayadeva d) Baji Rao



Q II) Which ruler was ruling Magadha when Alexander, the

Great, of Macedonia invaded India?

a) Bimbsara

b) Mahapadmananda

c) Chandra Gupta Maurya
d) Ashoka

Q12) Mohammad of Ghazni attacked India many times main-

a) To plunder the wealth of India

b) To spread Islam in India

c) To establish his empire in India

d) To take the famous artisans of India to his court

Q13) The India Civil Service was introduced during the time

of:

a) Lord Canning
b) Lord Cornwallis
c) Lord Curzon

d) Lord Dalhousie

Q14) Name the party was in power in United Kingdom when

India was granted independence?

a) Labour

b) Conservative

c) Liberal

d) None of the above

Q15) Who amongst the following was the Indian advocate

duringthe famous INA trials?

a) Bhulabhai Desai
b) AsafAli
c) Subash Chandra Bose

d) C. Rajagopalachari
Q16) Who is remembered as the pioneer of economic nation-

alism in India?

a) Bipan Chandra Pal
b) Dada Bhai Naroji
c) RCDutt

d) G.K.Gokhale

Q17) Who wrote the play "Andher Nagari Chaupat Raja "

a) Govardhanram M Tripathi
b) Munshi Premchand

c) Fakirmohan Senapati

d) Bhartendu Harishchandra

Q.18) Who amongst the following attended all the three

Round Table Conferences?

a) BRAmbedkar

b) J N Nehru

c) Vallabhbhai Patel
d) Gandhi

Q19) What are the mighty gateways found at the temples of

South India known as?

a) Shikaras

b) Gopurams

0) Devalaya

d) None of the above

Q20) Babur was buried as per his own wishes in which of the

following cities?

a) Kabul

b) Peshawar
c) Delhi

d) Agra

Q21) Which is the monument at Delhi is the precursor of the

Taj Mahal?

a) The Safdarjung Tomb

b) The Moti Masjid at Lai Qila
c) Humayun's Tomb

d) None of the above

Q22) Of the following East India Company's official, who was

not tried for 'misconduct’ by British Parliament:

a) Lord Clive

b) Warren Hastings
C) Lord Wellesley
d) Lord Hardinge



Q23) Who was the president of the Congress at the time of

moderates-extremists split?

a) Ferozeshah Mehta
b) Rash Behari Ghosh
C) MM Malviya

d) Badruddin Tyabji

Q24) Point out where the 1857 uprising did not take place?

a) Awadh

b) Madras

c) Madhya Pradesh
d) East Punjab

Q25) When did Gandhi coin the term "harijan" for the so

called untouchables in India?

a) 1932
b) 1832
0) 1922

d) 1942



PUSTAK SAMIKSHA OF "GEIMOERIMG CASTE BY UMA
CHAKRABORTY?”

ATTE?T 3TR feFchm w ro WI1T-3ir

Abha Mishra

B.A. History Honours (2012-15)
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S.NO.

irdYr
1
2.
3
lIndYr

NAME

HAILEY GUPTA
G. DEVI
MANIKASHARMA

PRIYANKAGUPTA
SWATI CHAUDHARY
VAISHNAVI
KAVITASHARMA

VISHW A PREETI
KUMARI KRITI PRIYA

AKSHITA

TOPPERS (2016=2017)

ROLL NUMBER

14044218001
14044218025
14044218010

15044518007
15044518012
15044518042
15044518037

16044518013
16044518026

16044518004

PERCENTAGE/CGPA POSITION

71.31%
63.72%
62%

7.07 CGPA
7.04 CGPA
7.04 CGPA
6.96 CGPA

7.59 CGPA
6.86 CGPA

6.73 CGPA

FIRST
SECOND
THIRD

FIRST
SECOND
SECOND
THIRD

FIRST
SECOND

THIRD



21st July 2017

25th August 2107
15th September 2017
11th October 2017

8th November 2017

6) a

11) b

16) ¢

21) ¢

Academic Calendar

Orientation

History Quiz to Commorate 75th year A Quit India Movement

Talk on Sufism (Alternative Narrative- Qakandars an antinomian Sufi Chat)
by Dr. Kumkum Sirivastav, Dr. Sumel. S. Sidhu

Visit to National Museum

Visit to Taj Mahal

Quiz Answers

2) d 3) ¢ 4) a 5) ¢

7) a 8) a 9 d 10) b

12) a 13) b 14) a 15) a

17) d 18) a 19) b 20)a

22) d 23) b 24) b 25) a






