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MATA SUNDRI JI
(1667-1747)

Mata Sundri College is named after the consort of the Tenth Guru of the Sikhs, Guru
Gobin h Ji, l\i[rata Sundriji (1667-1747) who lived here for more than 40 years and
| dg&ﬁe Sikh Community with sagacity and erudition.

{ ~ It was established to propagate the great mother’s cherished ideals of service, leadership

é ' and academic pursuits among young women with the motto “Truth is the highest of all

. virtues but true living is higher still”. All these years, we have been trying our utmost to

keep up the ideals set by Mata Sundri Ji.
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Sawaiya

Grant me just this boon, O sovereign Lord !

May I never shrink from the doing of righteous deeds;
May I fight, without flinching, all adversaries in the
battle of life and vanquish them decisively,

As a Sikh, may I redeem my mind from the vice of attachment,
And even when imminent death approaches my mortal life
May I embrace it fighting unswervingly

Guru Gobind Singh Ji
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(fest fine graemrar wifufswH, 1971 393 Raare eniar ufas widls AEfuz AR
919 difdie fiw 35, g9enraT Iad din Arfag, &<t fifst-qao0009
DELHI SIKH GURDWARA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

(Statutory Body Estd. under the Delhi Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1971 of the Govt. of India)
Guru Gobind Singh Bhawan, Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib, New Delhi-110001

From the
President

"Bani" serves as the map of the college's year long journey and | extend my warm appreciation and
wishes to the Principal and the editorial board, Mata Sundri College for Women for bringing out
its annual magazine.

Such publications give recognition to all those who have excelled in various fields in that particular
academic year and serve as a model to look up to and inspire others to achieve great heights in
life.

Our girls of today have a clear vision and determination to find their true vocations. They get
ample opportunities to train themselves in fields like Elementary Education, Statistics, Computer
Science, Travel and Tourism, Foreign Languages etc.

It is a matter of immense pride for all of us that this college, through its dedicated team of teaching
and non-teaching staff, has proved itself worthy of students' preferred choice of college.

| wish the students of the college a bright and prosperous future and congratulate the Chairman,
the Principal and the staff of the college.

Manjinder Singh Sirsa
President
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee
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(et fite greemrar wifafamy, 1971 393 Feare e ufas witdls Fefuz AR
319 Jifde fiw w5, JeenreT 3w din Afoe, &<t fid@t-9aoco009q
DELHI SIKH GURDWARA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

(Statutory Body Estd. under the Delhi Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1971 of the Gowt. of India)
Guru Gobind Singh Bhawan, Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib, New Delhi-110001

From the
General Secretary

One more edition of the collective feat of Mata Sundri College for Women, in the shape of its annual
publication, Bani has arrived. It swells my heart with immense pride and joy to see the growth the
institution has achieved over the years. Our girls have always proved their mettle time and again
in various arenas. They not just strive to excel academically but also get ample opportunities to
find their true vocations in life. The mentors are always at their disposal for any kind of assistance
required to make their journey easier and the non-teaching staff is an equal contributor towards
this mission.

| would like to extend my warm greetings to the Principal, Dr. Harpreet Kaur and wish her and the
college a year full of tremendous growth.

S. Harmeet Singh Kalka
General Secretary
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee
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From the
Chairman

Dear friends and students

Open before you is the fresh edition of our annual magazine, Bani, which is an outlet for our budding
youth to exhibit their various facets either through participation in some activities or scribbling
their impressions in articles and art pieces.

In a fast paced and an increasingly impersonal world, it has become a conscious effort on the
part of the entire teaching fraternity to imbibe a sense of worth and responsibility in the young,
impressionable students. The digitalization of the age has many alarming repercussions and the
challenge before us is to keep our next generation rooted to their core values and good citizenship.
Mata Sundri College for Women has been a pioneer institution of University of Delhi in inculcating
a holistic education to the young girls for the last fifty three years.

| wish to congratulate Principal, Prof. Harpreet Kaur and her entire team for year-round activities and
yet another successful publication of Bani.

S.Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Padma Shri
Chairman
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From the Principal

College life marks the departure of nonchalant existence and arrival of sobriety of judgement in
the students. These few, yet important years shape up the wholesome personality and make them
competent enough to handle the bigger challenges later. The joie de vivre that a college provides
is unmatchable. Through academics and various avenues to display their talents, the pupils gain an
insight and discover their inner power. This year, | happily share that our students and teachers have
gone global and won accolades in the field of sports in Malaysia and Italy.

The college magazine, Bani, commemorates the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev
Ji, seeking His blessings on our important journey of shaping young minds and aims to get the
imprints of their lived experiences through articles and art works in five different languages. It is
exhilarating to gauge through the inner working of their minds, which never fails to amaze the
readers. Presenting before you one more edition of sheer zeal on papers.

Dr. Harpreet Kaur
Principal
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EDITORIAL

"It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves" was penned and left to ponder over by
William Shakespeare centuries ago but the charm of his ink remains immortal. Back in his time,
and before, and even as today, many follow both fate and horoscopes, and believe that your
life pattern and details were written in the pattern of the stars at your birth. But this statement
counteracts that belief, and says that your fate is in your beliefs and behaviour, and how you
respond to life events. It is true that no one is in charge of your happiness except you and
comparing yourself to others will do you no good. Rather compare yourself to the person you
were yesterday. Most of us are bogged down by the negativities we are surrounded by and see
the glass half empty and not the other way round. What we fail to tap is the umpteen resource
of positive energy we all are endowed with naturally! Our energies are squandered on gossip,
ghosts of the past, negative thoughts of things you cannot control and the list goes surreal...

All the days look the same to those who do not shake away this thought from their system. We
see people tasting success and stay in awe that they got luckier than us but the thinking stops at
that. Why? What is it that some folks have but we don't?

Perhaps what they have is the sense of satiety with what has come to their share of life. They do
not compare themselves with others but try to find the wonder and the marvel of an ordinary life.
They know how to cry when people and pets die. They feel the infinite pleasure in the touch of a
hand. They value the small joys of bonds blood and trust can form. The true meaning of living is
in when the ordinary comes alive for us.

While mustering all our thoughts and powers towards establishing the big turning points of life,
we often quit living in between. The truth is that no goals can be achieved if the building blocks
of inspiration are not placed right. Miracles are made with dedication and it is in the power of
those who stay focused. Pablo Neruda also said that, “You start dying slowly if you do not listen
to the sounds of life, if you do not appreciate yourself Be bold enough to stand after you falter,
love thyself even if that means seen as lesser by others, take up a hobby which makes you happy
and believe that you can accomplish anything. If done so, you will never rue over your deeds and
actions. The results will follow soon and quite satisfactorily at that. Remember neither a drop of
kindness nor a speck of indifference remains unreciprocated. Now it lies with you to make what
you will of this precious life.

D

Mrs. Praveshika Mishra
English Faculty Editor
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When you age, When you fa[f, Each time
they exploit your face. all over your body they lay. you try to forget,

With a tem:fu[ memory tﬁey stay, tﬁey come back.
Muftijafe divisions describing until mixed with ashes.

the journey of a coconut. They are the scars,
When you are touched, Tﬁey never leave

Inside out, or left, their prey.

white to brown. your heart gets broken,
or your soul is ri};}red, Tarini Gupta

B A Prog 1year
tﬁey on[y remain as wounds. 9%

'‘JoKer' : A Film Review

Was it actually a surprise to anyone that a Film like JOKER' would be made? On another level, is there
anything wrong with being ruthlessly efficient in painting a character in full form? How many films does
it take for someone to mention, "l really don't know anything about The Joker?" Does he have a name? A
home? Friends? Job? Ambitions? Dreams?

Todd Phillips must have had these questions on his mind. Furthermore, if someone plans on making a Film,
it's either in present, past or future if it's the latter of the two then one has to be thoroughly investigated for
its zeitgeist, the other completely designed from imagination. If the present time is selected, then walk out
your front door, look around, miss nothing, record and incorporate all details into the narrative.

ls JOKER' a revised edition of similar films portraying today's crazed existence? No, not at all. Remember,
the 'header'is BATMAN, not some country's administration, not some network nitwit jargon, not some racist,
bigoted, ignorant group; those items are the backdrop. The wallpaper surrounding this individual has finally
risen to its full form. Those details do indeed exist, but backdrop means exactly that a drop to the back.
Joaquin Phoenix is JOKER. Nowhere is a trace of any of his former selves entering this arena. Only Arthur
Fleck was allowed beyond this point.

The Joker is a grandiosely dark and twisted character-study with a top notch lead performance, which came
out richly rewarded with that and so much more. Not only does 'Joker' provide us with a unique take on the
origins of The Joker, it also provides us with an in-depth character-study on mental illness and the corrupt
narcissist anarchy we all live In. Though some of whom struggle to see it through their rose-tinted glasses!

JOKER is a Film first, statement second, warning third. .

As a Film, there's no frame that wasn't skillfully aligned with the overall narrative mood. There's Amber
lighting reducing those waves of grain we're slowly losing to enormous mental incapacitation. The
dismemberment of community is one burden that few shoulders can shoulder, and no matter how many
bruises batter one's body, defiance has a way to sway a mangled back. Phillips and Phoenix and Company
achieved the impossible: instead of making something old new again, they created something new, new
again with old tools.

This Film is a ‘No-Miss!
One warning: this Film will accompany you back home, best of luck shrugging Arthur off of your shoulders.

Shruti Gupta
English Hons 3year
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DRUNKEN MADNESS
The moonless night never felt so dark, The cup served for you
still vemains. Untouched,

The thin cotton shirt, my drunk mind

now soaked in sweat. }minting surreal images,

(f times when sanity

Sleep wouldn’t come was still in my company.
and the moon
wouldn’t accompany me. Now all that's [eft

is [unacy and madness.

My SOrrows
drown in wine, Tenzin Nyidon
and my pain lost in drunkenness. English Hons 2 year
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DRUNKEN DREAM
Fill my cup and leave me drunk. The white lotus So leave me drunk
This mundane world of mortals, is soaked in blood, and detach me
has fallen into chaos. it’s cries for redemption from this chaotic world.
trickles,
Their innocence r jﬂyelf apart away with the morning dew. At least, in my drunkenness
_from young age, let me witness
their sanity, shattered Every poet’s escape: the the paradise.
And Humanity? within the dark monsoon. from the ashes to rule
Humanity shivers the sky,

in fear at the mere mention of religion. Clouds and the Sun? where the Dragon

It’s rays which once tramples over the sins
That very religion nurtured life, and redeem it’s subjects
which was supposed now burns everything to from darkness,
to ﬁring peace ashes. where the white Lotus
and ‘put an end to the sqﬁering,
that very religion rages
havoc in this forsaken land.

blooms in full glory
bathed in the calm moonﬁgﬁt

Tenzin Nyidon
English Hons 2year

to the  point (j madness. serene fu[[ moon
is held ﬁostuge Where the Phoenix arises
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. THIS CLUTTER OF THOUGHTS

These thoughts clutter my head, Things seem to have gone downbhill,

Taking up all my space, While I thought I was going up.

They threaten my gaze. But now it fee[s like

All these thoughts, Even the rock bottom is up above.

They pose a threat. All these random thoughts take my space,
I feel low, All the anguish, confusion and pain,

And this Jmtﬁ ain't clear no more,
The voices in my head,

Occupy my hub and slow down my pace.
Tﬁey give me a hard time to hold on

Call out uncertainly, and I fear. And steady my gaze.
Possibly I've taken the wrong way.
Because before the last turn I checked, Ankita Sharma
DAm{ it all felt okay. English Hons 2year
|
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LIFE: A TRAGEDY WITH
RESOLUTION &

Notﬁing sticks around. . |
e I know it sucks.
And even 1f it does, , X
This monotonous life.
It docsn't stay It hurts it kills everyda
As o{efigﬁy(uf as it sounds. Jy

In ways words can't define.
But it's just for a while. Y f

‘ < But,
; nou; s, ' You know, one day,
0 wake up every morning, 10 et etter
Thinking today will be perfect. ;; u'?;;e :IZZ‘tjo 5
Today T will get tﬁatjoﬁ And you'll get warm and cozy
Or today I'll deserve it. .
In this harsh weather.

Today will be the day things get better.

And there will be the one person
But here's another t[ay, F

Who'll love you, who'll cherish you,

Yet again. The only one who matters.
When you go to bed, oo
! ] So, don't give up
Feeling the pain.
, On your struggles.
It was yet another miserable day. ,
Just don't.

To top all the misery, And let your Sﬁarkfing light

There are ])eqffe to jm{ge you,
Hurt you and cheat you

As if this living

Ain't already a tragedy.

Stick around forever.
Ankita Sharma
English Hons 2year
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DREAM JOB: UNIQUE WAY

TRYING TO GET A JOB? FIRST,
AVOID THESE MISTAKES!

“DON'T DO THE SAME THINGS
AND EXPECT DIFFERENT
RESULTS.

CHANGE WHAT YOU DO, YOUR
RESULTS WILL AUTOMATICALLY
CHANGE"

The first mindset we need to
change is: We have to start
thinking like a businessman and
not like a person who needs a job.

Sowhat are the common mistakes
people usually make when in
search for a job?

Here's the usual cycle :
B Create a resume.

B Upload resumes to

portals.

job

M Speak with career consultants
and contractors who will
forward your resume to
potential employers.

BM Enhance your resumes by
doing certification or training
programs.

We can see that here, everything
is revolving around resumes. In
most of the cases, none of the
above methods will actually help
you get your dream job.

But why do people keep doing
something which doesn't work?
The answer would be that they
don't know a better way. They
end up getting junk emails
and irrelevant job offers (and
sometimes insulting ones tool).

In rare cases, it may help, even
if they end up getting a job it
probably won't be their dream job.

WHEN DOESHUMAN RESOURCE

DEPARTMENT HIRE?

The management team decides
to get the HRs help in hiring
only when they are hiring for
roles which are low-end and
replacable.

Imagine hiring a delivery boy for
Domino's Pizza. The management
team or the founder of Domino's
Pizza will not hire a delivery boy
personally.

But if Domino's wants to get a
digital marketing expert, who
will create digital marketing
campaigns, do you think they will
let the HR decide whom to hire?

They are going to invest hundreds
of millions of dollars in Digital
marketing campaigns and they
don't want the HR Department to
make the hiring decision.

Thus, you should try to get in
touch with the KEY DECISION
MAKERS first, then let the HR do
what they do best, i.e. paper work.

KDM include-Founder, Co-
Founder, CEO, Chairman, Head
Managers etc. They should be
your target market.

You can reach them via various

methods:

Email

N7
7\

Linkedln message

Tweet

N7
7\

N4
7\

Fax

N7
7\

In person at their office

Postal mail.

X

MARKET YOURSELF TO SELL
YOURSELF!

You need not be the most brilliant
employee on the planet earth.
You just need to be better than
your competition.

Employers hire people for their
ability to bring results, not just
for their knowledge. Anyone can
get knowledge from Google and
Wikipedia within 5 minutes.

Companies will hire you, only if
you can show them a proof, that
you can bring results efficiently.

Vanshika Giria
B Com Hons 3year
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WHAT SHALL I WRITE? '

I'm not sure what to write. Should T Bring ” f_ife,
Late[y, everytﬁing has been wrong,

Yet everything has been right.

The sands, oceans and the skies.
Portray them m[king,

_ Sharing my insight.
I'm not sure what to write.

Should 1 paint the picture of my life?

Or should T write about
That has been Eoring yet ﬁrigﬁt.

My dilemma gf what to write.

. Because I haven't written in a while.
I'm not sure what to write.

) ) »
Should 1 pen a ]fﬁtfosqpﬁzca[ comment? o ohiat to write.
About which I'm not so sure yet

I ﬁoye to find sometﬁin_q interesting. Ankita Sharma

I'm not sure what to write. English Hons 2year
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A WORD CALLED MOTIVATION

Motivation, Don't get distracted.
Think about something which grows you,
it's not just a word, let it be the thing which draws you.

it creates a whole new world.

Don't let your past break you.
The word itself screams, It was significant to strengthen you.
(f things everyone dreams.
Motivation is a medicine,
This word has a power of achieving, it revives you,
removing our myth of just dreaming. it recreates you,
it screws hope, deep in you.
Making everyone believe,
the word has its own power (f retrieving. Harleen Kaur
English Hons 2year
Snatch it from unywﬁere,
I bet it makes you aware.

The world trying hard to break you,
but motivation will always qﬁix you.
Your mingled thoughts make you aware.

v
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MADELEINE '

I fee[ unwell.

Vaishnavi kaushik
Tears convening over my [ids B Com Prog 1year
waiting for a ‘GO’
to flow in streams

down my cheeks.

However, 1 try

to jugg[e up my emotions
and try to 6ring staﬁifity

g

Q
3
O
g
It starts little by little, right away. %
every piece adding up to the one before, g
O
vaquely yet ﬁnj'oum{[y, But still there are tﬁings g
the aura around me summons my past which T wish i
and oozes it in the atmosphere could come back to me once again. i
surroumfing me. 3
O
After all, <
1 feel numb yet subtle, you can’t have a ‘Forever’ i
unconscious yet awake. gf your terms and conditions. X
The universal truth (j not ﬁam’ng i
those halcyon days back Sliding down my camera roll i
6rings misery to my mind, I see pictures X
. O
my heart palpitates. but some are different. <
S
I often get this feeling, They are memories, X
3 O
rather go through this phase they are the moments of my life, <
of feeling my feelings when, they made me happy i
suﬂfvfenfy, I stand at a certain_point (j time. X
in my present but i
something triggers me to my past. The idea of nostalgia i
isn’t concrete X
. . . ) . ’
This amlizguous behavior because you can’t limit <
gf my mind is sometﬁin_q a_person's perception. i
I can't control, T can’t get rid g‘f X
O
Maybe that's why <
Living those days I get sad g
. O
as memories, and ﬁcygpy g
makes my heart ski h Toat through 3
Yy ip when I float throug <
and in that moment the days of my vast g
e days of my past. :
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

&

O
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WHEN IN A VILLAGE

Its an old man's room

With an old wall clock, so worn out

The bed, sunk in between

Smells of disease and ointments.

An old woman fay there, Joroﬁuﬁfy ninety six,
The palest face i have ever seen.

She is smyrisingfy active,

I think its the rural air.

Now there are ﬁetylk, many many,
There's laughter in the room

The aura smells of cheap alcohol
and cheap cigarettes.

Tﬁey look ﬁajojay, its a reunion.

Meanwhile, a kid _p[ays in a corner,

He looks undernourished. e Cod Rt
He watches figﬁts in an old set gf television.
An old, old gmm{motﬁer says he needs to eat gﬁee.

Two men, rather thin and dark with a few wrinkles excuse themselves from the gathering,
They say they're sightsecing,

But actuafl:y, they're going to get a smoke,

When others confronted, they laughed it off.

I see another man, jo[fy from all the alcohol, _puts a two thousand rupee note in the old poor
woman's hands.

She accepts gladly.

The daughter-in-law, keeps a veil on her face.

Its down till neck. Facial features are hidden fantastically.

She keeps herself away from the men other than her husband.
No one can know whom does the sagqy bosom belong to now.

It will not be known as to who wore a rather translucent salwar.

As for me, I sat there, almost invisible, unnoticed, an extra.

Rupali
Philosophy Hons 2year
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I, lieona groumf where }reoyfe surround me, like
an animal in a circus.
On[y I am invisible here,a lost iz[entity, almost.

People stand and sit here,
Ina su[try qfternoon.
I lie in reservation,

Who can breach my space?
Payrfe do.

Tﬁey breathe loud,

Music audible,

Some talking on phone,

Sweat trickles down the dark-skinned man,

Thin and oi[y.

With a contrast gf colors on the Bovfy,
He talks rather loud, lies in between,
Another young wears red Bangles,
Red on scuﬁa, red in mind.

An old fasﬁionec{ ring surrounds her slim fingers.
She seems tired, qguess the new marriage
Is serving her well.

11
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IN ONE COACH

I do not know these Joe(ya[e,

they do not know me

And this is what we have in common,
the unknown of us commons.

We may come from c{ﬁerent ])faces,
we go to t{iﬁ‘erent Jﬂ[aces,
but the route, the path, the way is the same

And we share

the common uncertainty

of arrival at our destination.

Do we reach where we want to?

Do we reach where we need to?

Do we remember to breathe in between,
do we skip heart beats

when we spot an attractive stranger,
do we change our reqular route

to be just a little more close

to that attractive stranger?

Do we choose certain _patﬁs
because tﬁey feecf us

with creativity and warmth and love?

We have vf_zﬁ[erent reasons,

we come from c{iﬁerent Jo[aces,

we have different minds,

but we take the same train at the same time
and that is more than enough in common
with these strangers of mine.

Some who sweat Janjuse[y,
some who are too red,
some who cry,

some who romance

and some who sneer.

Rupali
Philosophy Hons 2year
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COMPOSING A RAINBOW ;

Composed a rainbow, This day was another fight,
But tﬁey saw a shadow. Taken to a bordello forcil}fy.

Dark like a grave The street urchins wept for their pal that night.
Hush-hush! The father said Even during the holocaust

Maybe now the extinguished world will always see a rumbling storm™ s N
Could shine with the light

I wish! It weren't so Years have _passed since then,
But the child was abandoned And may pass ahead

To Eeg on unﬁqp}fy streets Composing a rainbow.
Until a man came with work. But this world,

N"ﬁ"‘{_‘l should hear, Labelled with ﬁinﬁ triang[es,

We can't keep such a ‘queer’. ol shrilled.

A little. The child knew Jasmeet Kaur Vedi
English Hons 3year

'Aware' ministers sitting on their throne.

Stand'ing at their grave now,
Ahem! handling matters so well.

weeping would not change anything.

I quffaw at evil smelling occupants. The way you left them,when they were fragile,

Ol that sexist remark in an MNC.

VICES g( IRREMISIBLE

was an irremisible tﬁing.

; 1
O

9
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O
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n . :
You cannot do that girl Memories of when they first held your hand,
Let him make the money and taught you to ride your first bicycle, &
He will buy you pearls". E
That physician in the hospital so well learnt, Now you may wish to sit and talk to them <

’ O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

would now invoke  pain.
took out a kufney ‘{”””ﬂ a knee surgery. look at the starry sparks in their eyes,

Knowing these vices
I still have a query,
Should T be like them

Or stand detached from the 'ruling' jury?

but tﬁey 100 are gone now.
May they now be at peace,
just like a cloud ojter it has rained to its Joeak.

Jasmeet Kaur Vedi
Jasmeet Kaur Vedi English Hons 3year
English Hons 3year
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MY SOUL
EXPOUNDS

A dkeﬁ soul

filled with thousands
of unspoken words.

.QO0000000000000000000000000000$“
uj
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INVISIBLE
MASKS

Your smile has an aesthetic sense (j ﬁeauty,

the world whispered.

Smifing endTessfy at minute tﬁings,
unaware of all the grievances
some entity might throw at her.

Frantic, to speak
of the way she feels.

You would continue to see her Missing the warmth of a spirit.
Omne,that could

read the mind, and

soothe the heart

wearing the plastic smile
ﬁio{ing all the sorrows
along with the unsaid words.

A heart craving to beat,
[jps wanting to utter,

The aroma cf her soul,

making you fall in love.

her soul quivers,

at the thought of the masks
_people use to conceal

their veracity.

On[y 1f you could grasp

the way she  perceives.

Maneet Malhotra
English Hons 3year
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Small Fears

We are often afraid about the little things in the world which matter a lot to us. We are afraid to talk about
them. We are afraid that nobody would ever understand, the grief, our urgent will to let go.

Probably we are afraid to speak of the things we fear, afraid to reveal our
dark sides, afraid to tell people how much they mean to us, afraid to feel
the things way too much.

But little do we understand that there will come a time when we are forced
to face the things we are most afraid of!

Maneet Malhotra
English Hons 3year
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Beauty of Imperfection

How often do we dream of perfection? How happy does it make us feel? How badly do we crave for the
same?

But, at the end of the day we have to bear the fact that nothing is perfect-we have to fall in love with the
beauty of imperfection. It's never easy, it has never been. And who said that it will be?

Nobody likes scars, nobody likes wounds but what if it is a part of our body, it is a part of our soul?

When a baby cries, and is unable to convey her message, and gets all rilled up, a small bundle of muddled
up feelings. Their parents love them nevertheless. A baby is not born perfect, it cannot manage to grow up
without scars.

We see people growing and maturing, they grow up with those scars, those imperfections and not everybody
gets to know their struggle. If you really love someone, be it, a lover, a friend, or a family member - you have
to love them unconditionally, especially on their hard days.

Be with them, sit, and just talk. Talk about stuff that really matters, talk about life, talk about the beauty of
imperfections.

This is the reality my friend, there might be no such thing as a 'happy ending’ We all die one day but till then,
we can love each other in all those gleeful and screwed up days. It won't be easy. Life doesn't work that way.
But let's just love more and be a better human?

Nothing is perfect in this world, one might find it beautiful from outside, but it takes a lot to survive here.
We live our lives and die, we just have one chance. So shouldn't we make the most of it?

Maneet Malhotra
English Hons 3year
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I AM JUST A LITTLE HUMAN E

i)
g I am just a little human, I am still learning I am still learning
learning how to crawl, how to take turns, how to cope up,
in the real world. that come my way. with this new world.
I am still learning

I am still learning how to fall in love, I am just a [ittle human,
how to walk, with my own mess. but people tell me
% these roads, all alone. constantly

I am still learning that I have grown up.

I am still learning how to count,

%

how to enjoy little things,  the feelings. Enh;agr? T_'tol\:“;\l;\;et;?
that aren’t really little.

I am still learning

how to breathe,

in this environment.

8
=5 o
OSSOSO OO
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Have you ever been lost

in a world where no life exists?
Have you ever thought

about the world after death?
Give it a thought,

it will make you go wild.

What would happen
_if no [_ife exists?
Where would we all go?

Mayﬁe somewhere in some world,
where we don’t need a solution for our Jaroﬁfems.

A world,
where we don't fight for little things.

A world,

where we actually know that there is nothing ours
A world,

where there are just beautiful people around you.
A world,

who won'’t judge.

A world,

who knows you for you.

A world,

QO OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO
g

ILLNESS

It is for you because
You are a woman,
With all that in you;

It is sharp
And it cuts,
It is so sudden
That it hurts.

g

15

Another's added in the dozen.
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HAVE YOU EVER BEEN LOST?

where we all are dead.

Or mayﬁe a world,
where we all just sit together silently. (finally)

A world,
where we don’t get to fight,
to hold gmr{ges,

just silent souls ta[king to each other
about how si[fy we humans were.

A world,

where we realise
that at the end,

we all die

and nothing remains
with us FOREVER.

Hey, I was just asking,
“HAVE YOU EVER BEEN LOST?”

Mother says,

‘accept it, you are now a lady'
To a flower from a bud
Leaving your roots

Now flowing, gold.

Abandon your diseases:
Unwanted, reckless forever
increases.

)
§
|
|

Rupali

H |
O Philosophy Hons 2year
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HEAVEN ON EARTH

Ever been to a Jo[ace which fe[t
like you are somewhere
else on this }7[[11161’?

A place,

which makes you feel
on the top of the world.
A place,

where you feel

that you are done with all your problems.

A place,

where there are aesthetics and recreation.
A place,

where the beauty of nature

encompasses every aspect

of the living and non-living
_part of our Earth.

A y[ace,

where you feel deep respect
and love for nature.

A place,

where each individual is able
to access a certain amount
of peace and tranquillity.

A Joface,

where you can feel

heaven in your veins.

Biocfiversity, a Eeauty(u[ and wonofe;:fu[ aspect gf
nature.Sit in a forest and listen to the birds.Watch a
spider weave its complex web.Observe a fish feeding.
Feel the water drowning in its own waves.

Thus, you would know how subtle our nature is.

Maneet Malhotra
English Hons 3year

ABODE

What do I seek?

After all the reasons are bleak.

Fair yet foul verses I write,

Filthy notions have this plight.
Dark seeping in comatose eyes.
What true words do chase lies?
"Doubt truth to be a liar",

Hasting to a direful desire.

Cﬁasing the ﬁarmony qf syncmf lines,
What does symphony define?
What charm does harm allure?
Melody of my words devour.

As muse cfinged to the womb,
Have had slung my words to doom.
For words' sake forsake the bliss.
Ugly truths need to be reminisced.
Soul throbs in resonance with art.
Wicked were the cupid's dart.
Questing my spirit they drool.

Piercing through heart been old school.
Gnawing me through every Kiss.

My spirits still refute to submiss.

'Cause,

"The appetite may sicken and so die",
Overfed with me, my truths still fie.
Ballet-ing on my edges with such charm.
Glissading on fault lines saves the harm.
Allured by chaos' spell,

Words have tuned to menacing knell.
Obscure as if half moon days.

Cradling in harm's embrace.

In cfisguise , my tﬁougﬁts I ﬁfurry in between the lines

After taste gf verses been ﬁe[fisﬁ[y divine.

Ashmeet Kaur
English Hons 2year
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THIS SEA IS ME

I spent the last year looking for them,

I spent the last year looking for me.

On that shore,

in the depths of this sea.

I spent that last year [ooking for an escape,
to the shore of this sea that is made of me.

Met a few people,
found myself
in the gay sun
and the glittering sand.
Saw many old ones leave
and thought,
it was all going out of hand.
Found myseﬁ( zfegp,
took help of pen and paper
to help me weep.

Friends were strangers now
and strangers took their place.
I found it hard to breathe,

on the seabed

of this sea that is made of me.

I finally realised,

in the depths of this deep dark sea

I didn't have to look for you anymore,
I am to look for me.

I fina[fy knew,

It's me who's going to pull me up,
when it was you

who took me down.

I no more feef hell bound.

I feared these cold depths,

I feared my dark seas.

But now I know,

I don't have to be on that shore

or fim{ an escape,

These waves are a part of me.

I'm the one who can ease this pain.

I'm this sea.

This sea is made of me.

These L{e}atﬁs are mine,

I control these.

As the year ended,

T knew,

it was never about looking for you.
it was always about finding me.

I know
I don't have to look for you anymore.

Ankita Sharma
English Hons 2year

17




2019-20

.QQ““‘“‘”“”““““““"““ .QQ““““”“”“”“““““““

[J [J

O [
O

PETALS SO SERE

ARE WE THE SAME?

HELPLESSNESS

8

Tmi[ing the vicious circle

of this philanderer city,

Felt bittersweet, I am on an adventure stroll.
on seeing, It enqulfs me
such fmzi[e  petals, like 3 siJ;k hole.
lay on grave stories. On a hideous chase
filth has consigned it's chunks.

They sit, Falling through the back of my throat.
like tribute flowers. It's fingers fondle,

scraping my lungs.
Seem to be dead, Choking me in it's hideous chase.
yet revolt to be called alive. Gasping for ﬁfe,

I stumble in pursuit of grace.
Flailed for clarity in fumes,

now my eyes give up against foul.
Can name it boon of smog

that had me peeping in my soul.
Panting, I master oozing out

Some life breaths.

Soul gauze helping my Helplessness.

Mark the stories,
which are over,
but forever remind.

Under these }feta[s
lie the cemetery (j words,
where sleep the characters,

we miss,
Ashmeet Kaur

cry over and grin. _
English Hons 2year

Above it,

* we the bearers,

Q .

© just gaze at

> the marked chaos.

OO OO

We can't help it,
instead just feel,
this pinching- relaxing peace.

1 repeat.
ARE WE THE SAME?

OO

Chavi Sehgal
English Hons 2year
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THE SUNBEAMS ON MY WINDOW

On the bed,

I [ay near the window,

the lights, switched off.
Where a sunbeam or two,
may come dancing in.

For hours, T [ay,
watching the dust particles
groove to their own beat.

Thinking,
how the sun ignited them.

A single drop of energy
creating a party.

A simple phenomenon,
making magic.

Indeed it was.
A mugician

casting a sye[ﬁ

Turning the c{usty ]mrticfes
into teeny sized stones,

topaz and saﬂpﬁire.
or mayﬁe

_pearls and diamonds.
Which would then wander,

_from the beam of light
and then sucfcfen[y,

Vanish.

Don't Jargfer the .yaot[igﬁt
apparently.

Or maybe
just don't want

to be conquered,

to be possessed,

to belong to someone else.

But be
on[y their own.

Thus, making themselves
Jarice[ess.

The sunbeams

saving them

as a legend,
forever to be told,
_for generations to come.

Nandini Dogra
English Hons 2year
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WILL TITANIC REACH AMERICA?
Water water everywhere. But the matter was different with Rose
Folks with frozen fear and phlegm, His fingers fluttered as she lay there
in the morning at 3:25 a.m. Wearing his heart,
around 1500 slept to a cold death. dangling across her neck
It was a matter of chance, After few blissful moments
Jack won the tickets. Titanic was sailing towards its wreck.
Titanic was going to America.
Land of prosperity and possibilities. However time came to a standstill
Travelling in it people of various civilities  His hands roving around
A beauty adorned with youth- Rose. amidst the wafting chill.
Soon,about to enter The chasm between them
the wedlock filled by kisses.
as her mother chose. A terrible sound. ..
falling glass dishes.
An advocate g( Joatriarcﬁy,
born into aristocracy. Hearing that wild noise,
Mr Hockley,served the love birds tried to maintain their poise.
his fiance small scoops Dressed; hand in hand
of violent superiority. they walked around.

Love is about respecting your beloved.
Jack thought...it was easier drawn,
than done.

Without feeling;

sketching naked French women.

20



When news was travelling fast-
it was only two hours

for the ship to be drowned.
Rose couldn't believe her ears,
was aghast.

Tﬁey strugg[etf to be with each other.
The ship was drowning fast.
Peoyfe [gft on board

tﬁougﬁt about the reminiscence

of life and past.

A dead, dark
and deep future awaited them.

Rose and Jack clutched the mi[ing,

rea[ising it was the  point g( their first meeting.

Wﬁy the hell did Gody[an it that way?

When he was interested in cﬁeating?

On the count c_)f three,
Rose took a c[egp breath
and was soon under

the ceifing gf liquid ice.

LBeari
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It felt as if their body
was bruised and chiselled.
In the vastness,

she felt her plight

as little as a grain (_)f rice.

Jack held her hand firm.

The waves casually
felt the need to yawn and squirm.

Chilly pangs came one after the other.
People felt their lives

gradually perspiring through their pores.
Hypothermia took charge,

uniting Jack and Rose in an eternal bond.

The alarm rang.

Jack woke up to a sunny morning.

It was a new day,.

He got ready,

had breakfast and paced up to the bar.

He held the cigar between his lips,
joined the gambler trio.

The game started all over again,
but today it scemed vain.

He lost ... ordered beer,
picking up the newspaper,
rolling the cigar with his hand.
The headline read:

"Rose DeWitt Buckater dies

of cardiac arrest on Titanic",

He felt uneasy reading the headline.

Instantly the tragic dream striked his mind.

Was it an omen signalling the impending doom
Or did he just missed out on a possibility enclosed
within the confines of his room?

Binish Humayun
English Hons 3year
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CITY AT RIOT

The city is at riot

windows are painted black

law and order stinks of bombs and politics
curfew for unending days

after 5 pm ... don’t leave your houses.

Government’s secrets are falling apart

and the public transports are set on fire
_people beating their chests against the police shields
after 5 pm ... don’t leave your houses.

My (il sister is missing since two days

the sirens of ambulance are exploding my head
now, it’s difficult to differentiate between people from quns
so every person with their hands

hidden inside their jacket is shot

mostly it’s stolen food inside of their jackets
instead of rifles

after 5 pm ... don’t leave your houses.

One political party blaming the other

while I am solving a math problem written on the blackboard

a statistics question asking us to plot a linear graph -.‘5'—-
for the deaths which are taking place during the riot

and I am redrawing it again and again and again _:."

because the line always goes out of the page of my notebook )

no matter how much I shift it towards the margin €

I told my teacher how this question h:" %J

is making me feel sick to my stomach

she fuugﬁevf and said that I'm just bad at mathematics
qfter 5pm ... don’t leave your houses.

A
)\

You see
they don’t want to accept that things are wrong

they don’t want you to accept that something IS wrong
so they organize a quiz for the school kids

in the middle of the crisis

each news channel covering it live

to show the world how this city is not at war with itself

22



LBeari

2019-20

It’s a rapid fire round of 5 questions:

Question 1.

they are asking the name of the person who

won the Nobe[_prize for peace, born and raised here

in this beautiful city, and died at the age of 89

And 1 tell them about the date on which the official order
for the massacre of the people protesting peacefully

two blocks from here was issued

Question 2.

the name of the device which uses electric shocks

to bring back a dead heart of a dead man

back to life in the hospital

And I tell them about the wounds on people’s body .

caused by Taser quns ' \

Vs N

Question 3.

they are asking the name of the statue of the historic figure
established in the park

a hero of civil war fought on this very ground

And I tell them about a single burnt shoe,

shattered ,_cpecmc[es, broken toys and rotten f[owers

founcf outside the church qfter bomb blast

/

Question 4.
they are asking the synonyms of obedience
definition of democracy
antonym of hypocrisy
And I start saying words like loss, ﬁunger, fear, mercy
like it’s a_prayer I've always known
Question 5.
they are asking names of the people
who dare stood against the government in the past
and spoke the truth fearlessly for freedom and for nation
And I .... keep quiet
5. they are asking names of the people who spoke the truth and I keep quiet
5. names of the people who spoke the truth and I keep quict
5. people who spoke the truth and I keep quiet
5. spoke the truth and I keep quiet
5. truth and I keep quiet
5. keep quiet
it's5 pm
and after Spm ... don’t leave your houses

Diksha Bhardwaj
B ELEd 2year
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The True Blue Lover

| often hear people call Delhi “culture less’, that it has no value system of its own and
outsiders find it too fast and baffling to adjust to the pace of the city. Being born and
studied all my life in Delhi, this was a hard morsel to gulp! Needless to say | love my Dilli
and like It does, | welcome one and all with open arms and gush with pride counting
infinite reasons to fall for it.

It does have a culture of acceptance and became hybrid in its process of adapting and
indulging in the ethnicities which came as a package deal when people turned to it in the
name of shift, education, vocation, sojourn, security et al.

Yearning for authentic Bengali cuisine? You will find umpteen joints to serve you that.
Want that awesome Mekhla Chadar? Assam Emporium is right at the center of Delhi.
Missing a stroll in the long alleys of Lucknow? Purani Dilli is no distance..thanks to Delhi
Metro! The rich heritage spots also add glamour to the undying charm of this city.

“Ye shehar nahin mehfilhai.." No city can offer so much as Delhi does. It never stops sharing
itself with all who embrace it. Everyone can take a piece of it but still it showers its love
in abundance. It is like a woman, the nurturer..so delicately strong who bounces back
with the same zest to breathe even after stones of tragic times are hurled at it frequently.

S Delhi has seen it all.the good, bad
& and the ugly. The face of the city
g changes every decade but its soul

< - remains as pure as the oldest,

sweetest wine. It teaches its people
to live each day with the boldest
attitude, throws challenges which
make them learn how to swim and
cross the bridge when the time is
right. My city never fails to surprise
me with its capacity to widen its
arms when its people need it the
most. No time of crisis passes in
isolation and its folks can only be
grateful for the tough lessons it has
taught them. Delhi O Delhi, may you
stay your awesome self!

Praveshika Mishra
Assistant Professor,
Department of English
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