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< T he Political Science Dcpartmcnt of Mata Sundri
=4 Co”cgc remains active throughout the year and
* conducts varied activities to bring out the latent talent
of our students. T he 36343 c—_—journal, Voiceis
amongst an array of endeavors that deserves a spccial

aPPI‘CCIatIOH.

The currentissue of Voiceis a rcPository of valuable
essays on contemporary global issues of socio-
Political and economic signhcicancc, thcrcby
cclcbrating the disciPlinc of international relations.
The posters that are rcProduccd in the issue
showcase vivid colours and are not on]y, avisual treat
but also, clcPict the core theme disseminating the

message contained initin a very Potcnt way.

Thc events conducted throug,l'xout the year are
Prcscntccl ina scqucntial manner. | he editorial
members deserve Praisc for the present issue exhibits
their hard worl<, umqinching efforts, exuberance and
focus and the Facultg of the Political Science
Dcpartmcnt is aPPrcciatcd for motivating the students
to come up with penetrating ideas and persuasive
vichoints.

Dr. Harpreet Kaur
Principal
Mata Sundri Colleae For Women




From the Editors® Desk

In the contemporary era of globalization, as interaction between states, economies and markets
intcnsiFy, the signhcicancc ofa disciPlinc like |ntemnational Relations increases manifold. |ts
academicvalue in undcrstancling global transformations cannot be stressed cnouglm More so, is
its contribution to the field of Policy formulation at the level of the nation-states in their interaction

with the international system.

]ntcrnational relations of a country imPact all the aspects such as the FESTEL (Folitica!,
= conomic, social, chhnical, Environmcntal and chal). The signi{:icancc of international
relations as an academic disciPlinc has increased over the years thus. T he disciPlinc has evolved
and also reoriented itself with changing times stressing on intcrclisciPlinaritg and cxchangc of ideas

with other social science disciP]incs.

With afocus on the disciPIinc of international rclations, the current issue of the Voice’ includes a
set of essays ranging on relevant international issues such as the humanitarian crisis in ]raq, the
dctcriorating relations between the US and lran, the Yeuow Vest movementin [rance, the

Hong-Kong crisis, globa] terrorism, and world climate changc.

Manisha §r"l YrSec B
Shraddha §rd YrSec A
Sangam §rd Yr Sec B
Sakshi §rd YrSec A
Anu 34Yr Sec B
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USA°S WITHDRAWL FROM AFCHANISTAN AND ITSS
IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIASS

On September 2001, attacks in America killed nearly 3,000 PeoPle
(Osama PBin | aden, the head of |slamist terror group Al-Qaeda, was
quickly identified as the man behind. The Taliban which is a radical
|slamist group in Afghanistan Protected Bin | aden and refused to hand

him over. The then Fresident of the Unitecl Sta’ces (U\S) George W.
Bush said “we did not ask for a mission, but we W///)[u/)[////t”, after which, he

announced the first air strikes against A{ghanistan as a terrorist base of
oPerations and to attack the mi]itar9 capabilitﬁ of the T aliban regime.
T his war, code-named as “Opcratfon Enc/unbg/:rccdom (20071-2014)”
and “O,ocration /:rcca’om 5cntinc/ (Zolj?rcscnﬂ”, was favored bg as
many as 40 countries including NATO allies. T!’]C war in Apghanistan is
the second Iargest war in the (JS historg after Vietnam war. | he war
most]g involves the (]S and the allied A)Cghan government troops batt]ing
the T aliban insurgents to bring long term stabilization in Athanistan.

Timeline of the American Troons® Presence in Afghanistan

November 2001~ 1300 (1S troops arrive in Afghanistan.

December 2001 ~ The (JS force grows to 2500 and the T aliban in power since
1996, is toppled. An interim administration is established and Fashtun leader
[Hamid K arzai becomes its chairman.

April 2004~ the number swells to 20,500 as the (1S builds up force along the
Afghanistan-Fakistan border and provide security for fledgling reconstruction
Programs.

December 2009- Troops numbered more than 67,000 and the situation was
deteriorating. | hen (1S president Parak Obama orders another 30,000 troops
to fight T aliban and Al -Qaeda.

May 201 1- Al-Qaeda leader Osama is found hidden in neighboring ["akistan and
was killed by the (1S special operations raid. PBut still 1,00,000 troops were
present in Afghanistan.

March 2014 ~ With nearly 34,000 troops in Afghanistan, Obama orders the
Pentagon to develop options for a complete military withdrawal because K arzai

refuses to sign security agreement with the (5.



e May 2014~ Obama announces Plan to Pu” out all the troops by the end of 201¢.

o June 2016~ Claiming that the security situation in Afghanistan is precarious,
troops were maintained at 8,400.

o August 2017- ] rump warns against ‘hastily withdrawal’ saying ‘conditions on the
ground, not arbitrary timetables, will guide our strategy by now. Troops increased
to 14,000.

o September2019-K halilzad the (1S envoy maintained that under the deal reached
Gn Principle’ with the group’ the first 5,000 troops would withdraw within 135 days
of the agreement becoming final.

o  September 2019-Very recently, T rump called of peace negotiations with T aliban
after T aliban attacks.

Dona]d Trump’s
announcement has
raised speculations that
it could be linked to his
Pre-e]ection Promisc to
Pu” out from external
wars to save money to
consolidate in’cema“g. Jt

also signa!s that USA
has Perhaps admitted

being  defeated in
Afghanistan and that it
had agreed to T aliban’s demands. T his decision is strengthened by the recent Doha talks
between (JSA and Taliban focused on ending 18 years’ conflict in Afghanistan.
Recently released figures show that American causalities in Afghanistan from 2003-2018
were 372 army personnel killed and 20,520 wounded in action. An estimated 110,000

A]Cghan civilians and soldiers Paid their lives Cluring this conflict.

r“!owctvcr, the decision to withdraw the troops once again shows Trump’s unmatched
tcndéncg to shock his own administration for Perusing an isolationist and anti-
interventionist Foreign Policy to appease its own Political base. SUC}‘I actions are not an
cxcePtion, but quite recurrent. The long~drawn~out Vietnam conflict 1964-1974 ended

with an ignominious American withdrawal from Soutlﬂ Vietnam. The causalities in this



conflict were massive, with an estimated 1.8 million Vietnamese losing their lives in North
and South Vietnam. One can also look back at the ]raq conflict with similar sentiments.
Fresiclent Saddam Hussein was backed }35 the US in the ]raq~]ran war. The US
thereafter forced ]raq to withdraw after the latter invaded Kuwait, in the first Gu]]c War in

1990-1991 where ]raclis rePortedly lost an estimated 1 KoleXelele) soldiers.

The Afghan army is meanwhile suffering huge causalities in recent | aliban attacks.
FPakistan has moved deftly to persuade countries like China, Russia, T urkey, |ran, Qatar
to follow American example of placing the T aliban and (Ghani government virtually on the
same Pedestal. The Taliban should not be regarded as omnipotent. [t is an exclusively
Fashtun organization and Pashtun contribute about 40% of Afghanistan’s PoPulation.
The Taliban is strong willed and tenacious, but survive predominately with Pakistan’s
prolonged support.

IMPLICATIONS OF WITHDRAWAL ON INDIA

]ndia has broadlg two main interests in Agghanistan, which are, Preventing any extremist
group from taking over A}Cglwanistan and maintaining, economic cooPera’cion with the
Agghan government. The reason for T aliban’s resilience is the support and succor it
receives from Rawalpindi. Pakistan’s leverage in A]Cghanistan is set to grow. [ndia’s AFgl'\an
Po]icy has a major objcctivc to curtail lslamaba&’s influence in Kabu] andto deng Fakis’can’s
state and non-state agents, any lcvcrage to Plo’c against India’s interests. | he (15
withdrawing troops from A}Cg}wanistan could affect the K ashmir va“cg as terrorist outfits
may feel empowcrcd. |ndia’s Problems are exacerbated because American withdrawal
comes at a Point when its views on Apghanistan are at signhcicant variance with other
traditional rcgiouwa! partners like Russia and |ran. Another ob}'ectivc of [ndia’s Apglﬂanistan
Po]icg is to gain access to vast energy markets in the central Asia, which is also at stake.
The rcccntly initiated trade initiative between |ndia and A}Cg}nanistan will be wiped out.
India has invested a lot in infrastructural dcvc]opmcnt in Alcglﬂanistan in which it has built
5choo]5, Primar9 health centers, roads, dams et cetera. A}DO\/C all what is at stake is the faith
of A]Cghani PCOP]C in ]ﬂdia as a good partner. Jt will posec a direct threat to lnclia’s security
as one can remember the l’mgacking of ]C~8 14 |ndian Airlincs to Kandahar, and other

attacks like Fathankot attack.

T his withdrawal, as one can see, can have clangerous consequences. We need to have
serious clialogue with China and Russia and also attempt to convince the Americans about

the negatives of withdrawal. Russia, China, ]ran and ]ndia should coordinate with one



another to deal with the Problem. Wc should be assertive and become a Partner to resolve

the issue rather than being a sPcctator on the side.

Manisha
39Yr Sec B



YOUTH STERIKE FOR CLIMATE

The School Strike for Clima’ce is an international movement of students, drawing
attention to the lack of action from Politicians on the issue of climate change, }Dﬂ rexcusing to

a’c’cencl dasses.

Young Peop]e from more than 100 countries took Part in the recent GLOBAL
CL]MATE STR]KE FOR FUTU RE that took Place on 15 March 2019, though

the movement can be traced back to 201 5.

(areta Thunberg, a 5wedislﬁ climate activist has inspirecl many tojoin the movement. 5]’16
was in the night gradc when she went on strike in the lead up to 2018 5wedislﬂ gencral
elections. She chose to sit outside her school with a sign that read “School Strike for

(limate”.

From Bangkok to Bcrlin, thousands of school students from 1 23 countries and over 2000
cities all over the world went on strike against the government inaction on climate clﬁange.
T}wc movement focused
on 3} demands- 100%
clean energy, keeping
fossil fuels in the grouncl

and l’xelping climate

- refugees.
§.Chndlie Fadoe. 2
u]
Blod Acess. : ,
Ms:f . 13 TI’]C movement IS

Sickness.

growing c{ag }39 c{ag. ]n
Australia, thousands of

students began to strike

on ]:ric{ag, ignoring, FPM

Scott Morrison’s call
for more learning in school and less activism. Mass strike took place in (Germany against
insufficient policies on global warming. On March 1, 2019, 150 students from the (lobal
(Co-ordination (Group of youth-lead climate strike, including T hunberg issued an open
letterin 7 he Cuardian newspaper. | he day of Global Climate Strike for the future was
to be the most widespread of the strikes, the website [ridays for [uture.orglisted 1659

events Pianned in 106 countries. ]ntemational C}imate Striicc in Aachcn on2i June 2019



Fr/c/ay for Future, Deutsct: called for a major climate strike under the motto ‘Ciimate
Justice Without Borders Uniteci fora Future’. Mang imPacts of climate change have been
observecl, inciucling extreme weather events, glacier retreat, ct‘ianges in the timing of
seasonal events, sea level rise, and declines in Artic Sea ice. Tt‘ie Phﬁsicai effects of future

ciimate ct‘iange dePenci on ti"l@ extent omC Prevention ettorts.

Amazon raimcorest) t‘iolding a massive amount of the world’s oxygen, is regarcieci as vital in
the tigiﬁt against global warming due to its abiiity to absorb carbon from air. Jtis referred to
as ‘the iungs of earth. Amazon fire these ciays can have tiuge imPacts on giobai climate.
Brazii’s Presicient has iong been accused of negiecting the giobai climate tigi'it. Ti’ie
relevance of Youth Strike for Climate Ctiange’ can be seen bg the social, economic
effects on society. Greenpeace called the Prazilian government a ‘threat to the climate
equiiibrium’ and warned that Prazil would shoulder a ‘i—ieavg cost’ to its economy under his
Poiicies. As climate ci'iarxge has graciua“g become a more recognizeci and apparent threat,
the issue has also gaineci Prominence on the Poiiticai agenda, where resPonsibiiities and

strategies to Handie the ei'ia”erige are cieijated.

Jtis wideig noted that the emission of greeni'iouse gases triggeringgiobai warming to a iarge
extent originates in unsustainable litestgie among, the world’s more affluent minorities,
mainig in the so-called cieveloped region. At the same time, those most exPosed and
vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change are poor and margiriaiizeci Peopie iiving
Particuiarig in low-income areas. | he existence of climate-related irijustice between
different countries and areas is recognizeci bg scholars. T he situation is comPlex with great
inequaiitg regarding the causes and efforts of climate, there is also a debate of North and
South countries. North countries do not accept their responsibilitg towards environment.
For instance, if we look at individual emission of greeniﬂouse gases, income is the main
determining category of litestgle and therebg level of emission is i’iigti for tiigh—categorg
]itestgie. Higiﬂ emission is the result of class-based difference in capitaiist economic

relations.

Scientist have come out in support of Youth C]imate strike saying that the cieveloPeci
countries are not cioing enouglﬂ to keep gioba] warming in check. Lii(e scientists, the work
of many museums touches on eciucating Peop]e about climate science. So, one could have
a ciuty to sPread the massage of this movement and educate their communities about the

urgent need for action on climate change.



] believe we are in the midst of a Paracligm shift in environmental Po]itics‘ The idea that we
must choose between economiowel”:cing and environmental Protection is being cha”engcc{
by urban sustainabilitg Plans and programs and by the formulation of a Green New Deal.
We need to decarbonize our economy as rapic”y as Possible. No one is going to unplug
their smartphones or abandon their cars, but with investment in ’cechnological research,
infrastructure and energy egicienqj, we can move to a sustainable and renewable energy
system that will protect our Plane’c while Providing for our needs. Young PcoPle know that

it can be donc, and will need to be the Catalgtic force to Fina“g bring about de-carbonization.

Youth Strike for Climate (Change have been both praised and criticized by adults in
positions of authority. As far as environment is concerned, the movement erxjogccl
significant support by the pan-[__uropean parties. [n my view this movement is the need of
the hour and should be taken forward with full support.

Sangam
39YrSecB



A NOTE ON TERROLR-FINANCING

| errorism is no more a national Problem. With the way colossal terrorist organizations are
spreacling their external oPerational networks throughout different parts of the world, itis
getting extremelﬁ difficult for the world communitg to curb it.

T errorists recluire money to operate. Without gunding, theg cannot Purchase weapons,
equipment, suPPIies, or services. The source of terrorist funds may be licit or i”icit, and
gunding often takes the form of mu]tip]e small clonations, rather than one ]arge sum of
money. T errorist groups may be clirect]g or indirectb linked to orgam’zecl criminal groups
and may engage in criminal activities, including clrugs or arms tra)c)cici(ing, extortion, and
kidnapping forransom. | errorism Financirxg isa globa] Phenomcnon that not onlg threatens
states’ securitg, but can also undermine economic deve]opment and financial market

stabi]ity. ltis therefore of paramount importance to block the flow of funds to terrorists.

COUNTER TERRORISM FUNDING (CFT)

For more than a decade, terrorist Financing has been a Prcvalcn’c financial crime, which
authorities are dcspcrate to crack down. Jt became a major Political issue after the
SCPtember 11 terrorist attacks in the (nited States, and it has wciglﬁcc} !‘xeavilg on the
minds of those involved in the financial sector ever since. A multitude of laws and
regulations have been enacted to reign in the Financing of terrorist activity, and are
co”ective!g known as counter-terrorist Financing Policg. (nder these PoliciesJ most
financial institutions are required to fulfil many strict requiremcnts regarcling monitoring
customers’ transactions and behaviour, conducting proper diligence, and maintaining

appropriate records.

INTEDNATIONAL STANCE ON TERROL FINANCING
T he |nternational (Convention for the Suppression of the }:inancing of | errorism

(1999), Sccurit9 (ouncil Resolution 1373 (2001) calls upon the States to prevent and
suppress the Financing of terrorism, inter alia, bg criminalizing the collection and Provision
of funds for terrorist purposes, and urges them to set up effective mechanisms to freeze
funds and other financial assets of persons involved in or associated with terrorism, as well

as to Prcvcnt those funds from being made available to terrorists.

FINANCIAL ACTION TASK FOLLCE (FATI)
The f:inancia! Action Task [orce is an intergovemmental organization founded in 1989

on the initiative of the 67 to clcve]oP Policies to combat money ]aunclcring. ]n 2001 its
mandate was exPanded to include terrorism ﬁnancing. The FATT has clcvelopec{ a series



of Recommendations that are rccognizecl as the international standards for combating of
money launclering and the Financing of terrorism and Prolhceration of weapons of mass

destruction.

TERRODRIST FINANCE TRACKING PROCRAM (TFTP)
A)Cter the terrorist attacks on Septem ber 11 , 2001, the umted Sta’ces DePartment of

Treasurg initiated the T errorist inance Tracking Frogram (TFTF) to iclenthcg, track)
and pursue terrorists— such as the A]~Qae&a~ and their networks. The US Treasurg

Department is uniquelg Positionec} to track terrorist money flows and assist in broader
U\S Govemment efforts to uncover terrorist cells and map terrorist networks at home

ancl arouncl the world.

Despite of estabiishing and accec!ing to the above international conventions and counter
terrorism bodies, the Problcm of terrorism and its Eeavg Financing still remains grave owing,

to some of the most influential terrorist organizations like the |9]S and Al Qaeda.

STATE-SPONSOLED TERRORISM- A MAJOR CHALLENCE

5tate~sponsored terrorism is a state’s deliberate use of terrorism or assistance to terrorist
organizations as a Foreign Policg tool against other countries or groups. |t can refer to
either direct attacks bg the state or support of terrorist organizations tlnrougl'l the
Provision of weapons, funds, training, and sanctuary. Thc most common examplc known to
us is that of Fakistan. From time to time the news of Fakistan harbouring terrorists on its
soil for its own Propaganda has reached us. [Jowever, it is impor’cant to note that it is not
just Fakistan but many other countries (main]9 ]s]amic) who have from time to time resorted
to sPonsoring terrorist organizations. Now the Problcm with statc~sponsorec1 terrorism is
that when the governments themselves are cngagcd in Financing the attacks it gets almost
imPossiblc to find the source of Funding (since it becomes ]egit) and to block it since the
tracks are casi!g covered. [Tor instance- Saudi Arabia is said to be the world's largest
source of funds and promoter of Salafist ihadism, which forms the ideological basis of
terrorist groups such as ALQacda, T aliban, |slamic state in lraq and the | evant and
others. | errorism will alwags findits way back to the civilized world till the state actors kcep
5uPPorting it (thouglﬂ tl’leg will never ogiciany accept it)

CONCLUSION

[~ ven though there are ERT bodies, laws, international agglomcrations, and conventions
to curb the globai issue of terrorism, yet the Problcm is s0 grave that com P]ete eradication

is out of question in the foreseeable future. We are so blinded bg Perceiving the issue in



globa] terms that we gorget to see the internal radicalization by extremists of a Par‘cicular
majority communitg or religion within a nation. The internal radicalization is as grave as
terrorism. Though it does not pose a global threat but somehow contributes to moulding
the mindsets of Potential terrorists. Hence, it should be of utmost importance for any
state to soPhisticatedly deal with the intema], extremist elements before thinking of

solutions to the Problem of global terrorism.

Reet
Mansharamani
2nd Yr Sec B



THE IRAN-US CRISIS and ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA

The US and ]ran are at loggerheacls since the i 979 ]slamic Revolu’cion which witnessed
the overthrow of the Shah, an American a“g in the Miclc”e [” ast, and brought ]ran undera
clerical regime antagonistic to the US and its involvement in regional Po]itics. As ]ran
advances its nuclear program and trains proxy forces throughout the Mic{&le East, the
Potential for conflict seems to increase. Bﬁ the late 1 980s, cluring a brutal war with ]racl,
]ran decided to devclop nuclear weapons to ensure securitﬁ and Consequentlg, it Pursue&
nuclear agreements with China and Russia throughout the 1990s to support its ongoing
research into c{evelopment of nuclear weapons. (Inder growing scrutiny and international
pressure, in 200%-04, ]ran agreecl to terminate its nuclear weapons program, insisting on]g
that it maintains its nuclear centrﬁcuges for nuclear energy. [However, the |nternational
Atomic Energg Agencg (IAEA) discovered and exposed that [ran had continued to
pursue nuclear weapons later in 2005 and the coalition of countries known as 5+1 Us,
(China, ['rance, Russia, (Jnited Kingdom And Germany) began a series of negotiations
in an effort to constrain ]ran’s nuclear weapons. To encourage ]ran to cease uranium
enrichment and to come onto negotiating, the Sh\@ imposcd economic sanctions on

[ran in 2006. T hese sanctions resulted in 20% domestic unemplogment and severe

destruction of Jran’s (GDF.

Tl’\e election of a moderate to the |ranian Fresidencg in 2013 led to the opening of direct
channels of communication and a breaktlﬂrough came on 5eptember 7, 2013, when
Fresident Obama held a ’cclcphonic conversation with ncwlg sworn Fresi&ent [Hassan
Rouhani. chor’ccdlg, the two discussed the Possibilitics of a ‘comprelﬂensive resolution’.
On Ju]g 14,2015, the 5+1 and |ran signed the Joint Comprelﬁcnsive Flan of Action
(JCFOA) to restrict |ran’s nuclear environment activities and prevent T ehran acquiring
nuclear weapons capabilitg in immediate future. Subsequcntlg, the UNSC Resolution
22%1 was adopted, cnclorsing the JCFOA and a}cmcirming that full implemcntation will lead

to the IiFting of economic sanctions imPoscd on Jran.

US WITHDRAWAL FROM JCPOA

Thé victory of Donald Trump, a fierce critic of the Nuclear Deal, in 2016 Frcsidcntia]
clections created serious doubts about the Possibilitg of the (U5 continuing with

JCFOA These fears were Provcd right when on Mag 8, 2018, Fresic{ent TrumP

announced the decision to withdraw from the clcal, accusing the lranian regime of Pursuing



regiona] agenda of harming US interests in the Middle [~ ast. ]ran on the other hand
continued to abide }39 the JCFOA but on the first anniversarg of the US withdrawal
from the deal on Mag 8,2019, it warned other signatories ((/IK) Russia, China, Germany,
France) to take concrete measures to reduce the imPact of the US sanctions on the

]ranian economy in 60 c{ays Failing which it might be forced to retreat from the agreement.

ECONOMIC CRISIS

After withclrawing from the JCFOA, the Trump administration re~imPosed economic

sanctions on lran including on its exPorts of crude oil which came into full effect on
November 5,2018. However, a waiver was offered to 8 countries on importing ]ranian oil

for 180 claﬁs which came into full effect on May 2019.

In Aprii 2019, the (1S decided not to renew the waivers and designatec} the |ranian
Revo]utionarg (uard Corps (lKGC) inc]uding its elite des [orce as a Foreign
T errorist Organization (FTO) To further tighten the noose on lran’s sources of
revenue, Trump signecl an executive order on Mag 8 “to imPose sanctions with respect to
|ran’s iron, s’cccl, aluminium and copper sectors” considered to be the “]argest non-

Petro]eum related sources of exPort revenue.”

Kesu]tantlg, [ran has been Facing extreme economic troubles as ERD international
companies that had started c{oing business in |ran in the aftermath of signing of the
JCFOA in 2015 have left or are contemp]ating leaving the country to avoid being
Pena]ized bg the (5. |ran’s exports have been curbed causing a decline in the state
revenues and the [ranian Rial has devalued leading to a sharp rise in inflation estimated at
40- 50% in March, 2019. Curbs on the iron and steel manu?acturing sectors have led to a

signigicant drop In economic growth and loss onobs.

RECENT SPADRKS OF TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES

T ensions Pcaked in late Junc, 2019 after ]ran drowned a US Global [Hawk drone in the

Strait of Hormuz. ln response, Frcsidcnt Trump aPProvcd a retaliatorg strike order of a
cgbérattack in ]RGC and ]ran’s Missile 595tcm and imposing new sanctions on SUPrcmc
]ranian leader A!l K hamenei and top |ranian miiitarg commanders. On July 1,2019, Jran
exceeded the JCFOA’S cap on uranium 5toc!<Pi]<ts. | aterin Julg, the US drowned an
|ranian drone in the Strait of [Jormuz after the drone aPProached a(J5 navy shiP.



NDIA-IRAN RELATIONS

|ndia has strong bilateral relations with |ran. |n additional to culture and his historical links,
the two countries look at each other as important rcgional actors who have contributed to
stabilitﬂ in their rcspcctivc regions N Den‘xi and Tel‘mran have maintained robust Political
engagements since 1990s. During this visit to |ran in Mag 2016, FM Modi and Fresident
Rouhani had agrccd to strengtl‘xen the re]ationship drawing upon historical and
geographicai Proximitg. The same sentiments were reflected when President Rouhani
visited New Dc”ni in ]:ebruarg 2018. At the moment the core of the relations}wip lies in
strong bilateral tradc, crude oil imports from |ran and cooperation in the development and

oPerationaIizatiOH of the (habahar Fort.

IMPACT ON INDIA AFTERMATH US-IRAN CRISIS

Tl‘nc US has refused to renew SR s issued for 8 countries iﬂcluding [ndia. Tlﬂis means
that ]ndian companies will either have to stoP bugiﬂg oil from lran or re-sort to a Rupcc
payment mechanism as was done in the EES However, during Pre—JCFOA sanction
Period, the Obama administration had given cxcmptionws to |ndia on imPor’ting oil from ]ran,
whereas, now under Trump a&ministration, the likelihood is bleak for }Corging any informal

arrangement to allow continued impor‘c of ]ranian Ol!



Accorcling to media reports, as of Mag 2019, ]ndian oil comPanies have decided not to
P]ace further orders for oil imPorts from ]ran due to oil sanctions. Otlﬂer than oil sector,
]nclia is not clirect19 affected by US sanctions on ]ran through lnc{ian comPanies involved
in the ]ranian automobile, iron and steel and mining sectors. The Chabahar For’c also does

not come under US sanctions and hence ]nclian investments and involvement in it will not

be a1c1cectecl.

Aamiya Dhand
2" Yr Sec A



The Dro-Democracy Mmovement in Hong-Kong

The 2019 Hong Kong crisis is an ongoing series of demonstrations in Hong Kong and
so]iclaritg Protests in other cities which began with the aim to withdraw an extradition bill

Proposecl }33 the Hong Kong government.
THE “ONE COUNTRY, TWO SYSTEMS*” FRAMEWORK

Hong Kong, a special administrative region of the People’s Republic of China (FRC),
was governed by (Great Pritain from 1851 until oversight was returned to China on July
1,1997.Before the handover, due to concerns about (China’s poor governance and human
rights record, the Pritish and (Chinese worked out specific terms by which [Hong Kong
would be governed. T hese are laid out in the 1984 Sino~5ritishjoint declaration and

expanded upon in the basic law, which serves as fﬂong Kong’s constitution.

These documents outline what has come to be known as the “one country, two system”
framework, under which Hong Kong is suPPosecJ to retain “a }‘xigl'v clegree of autonomy,
except in Foreign and defence affairs”; a scparate financial centre; executive, legis]ative, and
independentjudicial power; uncl'xangecl social and economic system cncompassing “rights
and Freedoms, including those of the person, of specch, of the press, of assemb]y, of

association, of travel, of movement, of strike, of academic research and of re]igious belief.”

T he terms laid out in both tl‘x@joint declaration and basic law were to remain unchanged in
text and intcrprctation for 50 years, until Ju]g i, 2047. Avrticle 5 of the basic law states,
“the socialist system and Policies shall not be Practiccd in the Hong Kong specia]
administrative region, and the Previous capitalist system and WED of life shall remain

unchangcd for 50 5ears.”

DETERIORATING CONDITION OF DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RICHTS

Thcre is a decline in the condition of democrac9 and human rights in }_‘long Kong over the
last décadcs, alongside increasing interference by the Chincse government in local affairs.
Kecent incidents reﬂecting breakdown of democratic processes include failure PF the
Po]icc to protect 2014 ‘Umbrc”a Movement’ Pro~democrac5 Protcstcrs from violent
counter Protcstcrs, violence Pcrpetratccl }39 the Po!ice against the Protcstors, and the
imPrisonment of movement’s ]eadcrs; the cxPuIsion of LegCo members Fo“owing the

Chinesc government’s decision to re-evaluate r‘iong Kong’s oath-taicing rules for the



]awmakers; the detention }39 Chinese authorities of Hong Kong residents; the apparent

imPosition of the Chinese government’s interpretation of basic laws on Hong Kong courts
and sustained attacks on the media.

Hong Kong's Democratic Decline

In the last decade, Hong Kong's score in Freedom in the World, Freedom House's annual study of global political rights and civil liberties, declined
from 68 to 59 (100 best, 0 worst), reflecting persistent attacks on free expression, assembly, and the rule of law. Much of Hong Kong's democratic
erosion is the result of growing encroachment from the mainland Chinese government, which seeks to curtail Hong Kong's autonomy. Hong
Kong is among only 30 countries and territories of the 209 examined by Freedom in the World ta see such a drastic decline since 2009.
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THE PRODPOSED EXTRADITION AMENDMENTS

Tl‘\e Proposed amendment that sparkec‘ the Protests would allow Hong Kong residents,
Foreign residents, and visitors to be extradited to mainland (China, where it was uncertain
whether they would be guarantce& a fair trial and may be subjcctcé to torture and human
right abuses.

Thc amendments to the relevant laws— the ]:ugitive Ogcndcrs Ordinancc and the Mutual
cha] Asistance in Criminal Matters Orclinance~ were announced in Februarg 2019, and
Forma”g introduced in the LegCO on APri] %,2019.

I:acing sustained protests against the Proposals, their suspcnsior\ was announced soon
after }39 June, but theg have not been Fu”g withdrawn. [Demonstrations have since
continucd, and the Protcstors’ demands now include an indepen&cnt investigation into

Po]icc violence against the Pro~democrac3 activists and the release oxcjailed demonstrators.

Though Protesters have remained largc|9 Peac@cu], rﬂong Kong’s Police force has

resPonded with increasing violence- attackingjourna]ists, Firing tear gas and rubber bullets



at Protestors at dangerous!y close range, beating some with batons and shields. Frotesters
have also faced violence at the hands of mafia-like triad groups, constituting groups of

counter~Protestors.

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam said that she hopecl that her decision to withdraw a
controversial extradition bill that triggerecl three months of volatile mass Pro’ces’cs would

bring an end to the Poli’cical crisis in the Chinese selxc~governing terri’cory.

Bhumika
2nd yr Sec B



USA-China Trade Complications and its Impact on India

Since 1949, the u5~China relations have evolved from tense stand-offs to a comPlex mix
of intenshcging cliPlomach growing international rivalrg between increasing]3 intertwined

economies.

The US and China) both are Facing rising trade tensions, stuck as they are between a
sort of a trade war. [t is a situation in which both countries tried to damage each other’s

tracle, typica”ﬁ bﬁ imPosing tariffs or quota restriction or custom dutg.

[n year 2010, the (15’ trade deficit with China rose from 273 billion dollars to 295 billion
dollars in 201 1. |n March 2012, the (15, along with the [~ (] and Japan filed a ‘request
for consultation’ with (China at the W O over its restrictions on exporting rare carth
metals. China called the move ‘rash and unfair while vowing to defend its right in trade

clisputes.

On February 9, 2017 the (S president Donald J. T rump said he will honour ‘One
China Policy. (nder this policy, (JSA has maintained formal ties with the Peoples
Republic of China but also maintains unofficial ties with T aiwan including the provisions
of defence aid.

On March 22, 2018 the Trump administration announced sweeping taritfs on Chinese
import worth at least 50 billion clo”ars, in response to what the White [House a”eged as
(Chinese theft of the (15 tcchnologg and |PR. Coming on the heels of tariffs on steel and
aluminium impor’cs, the measure targctcd goods included clot}wing, shoes and electronics and
restricted (Chinese investment in the ( ]S A. China imposcd rcta]iatorg restrictions in early
Apri] the same year, on arange of US Products, stoking concerns of a trade war between

the world’s !argcst economies.

On Ju]g 6,2018 the Trump administration imposed fresh tariffs tota”ing 34 billion dollars’
worth on Chincsc goods. More than 800 Cl’]incsc Products in the industrial and transport
sectors as well as goods such as television and medical devices faced a 25% import tax.
China retaliated with its own tariffs on more than 500 US Proclucts. TI’IC retaliation also
valued around 34 billion dollars and targctccl commodities including ]DCCF, clairg, sea food
and soya beans. Fresident Trump and members of his administration believe that China is
ripping of the (15, taking advantagc of free trade rules to the detriment of the (]S firms



operative in China. HINA C [ ) N (] Mv ROPS

?eﬂing criticised the ITS LOT‘NE|ST} IN 3 .

administration move
as ‘trade bu”ging’
and claimed that
tariffs could trigger

globa] markct unrest.

On an average, the
S has aPPIiec{

tariffs cxclusivelg to

C!’]iﬂCSC goods
worth 250 billion dollars. Jn response, China has also aPPIiec; tariffs to the US goods

worth 110 billion dollars.

China is no longer the top trading partner of (JSA. According to the Commerce
Department Report of the (1S, the total value of bilateral goods exchange with china fell
14% in the first half of the year to 271 billion dollars. China, in the trading business with the
(S s replaced by America’s neighbours Mexico and Canada.

In August 2010, (China became the second ]argest economy and it is estimated that ]39
2027 it will overtake the (]9 and become world's largcst economy. [For now, the (J&
compu]sion to maintain relations with (China as (China was its number one trading partner,

is now removed.

China imPorts fewer number of items as compared to its exports in the (5. As a result,
China has less number of US items to impose tariffs on and has aircaclg applie& iton 110
billion dollars’ worth of gooc{s.Tlﬂe Chinese government c!cvcr!g responde& to this
situation bg a”owing its currency, the yuan, to fall to more than seven as against the dollar-
the lowest in a decade. Tl’lé US government labelled china as the ‘currency maniPu]ator’
which carries no formal Pcna]ty but sets in motion a process that migl'}t leads to sanction by
the ]ntcmational Monetarg ]:unc{ (]MI:) ]n simplc words, China devalued its currency,
whcrcby its imports become more expcnsivc, ]cading to monetary losses to the exporters.
Tl‘nc clevcloping trends between the US and Cl’lina are going to benefit ]ndia. Thc more
the difference between the US and C}wina, the more Promcitable it would be for ]nclia from



geopolitical and economic Perspectivcs‘ Mang ]nclian scholars Pos’culatec{ that “]e’c’cing the
rupee fallis the best oPtion.” On the other hancl, many scholars show their concern towards

oil imPorts, but the Problem is not so big as th

e export will surpass the burden of imports. Statistically sPeakingJ India’s goods and
se+rvices are about to touch 540 billion dollars. [ndia’s major import is of crude oil of about
125 billion dollars, said the oil ministry. |[tis expected that if [ndian rupec is devalued further
then |ndian exports will increase to 750 billion dollars, which will handle the burden of

imports.

Mansi Jain
37 Yr Sec B



The *Yellow-Vest® movement in France

The ‘Ye”ow~\/es‘c’ movement or the ‘Yc”ow~Jac§<e’cs’ movement is a Popu]ist, grassroot
revo]utionarg Political movement for economicjustice that began in [Trance in October
201 8. The movement was igni’ced due to the rising fuel Prices and increasing costs of living.
lee movement claimed that a clisProPortionate burden of govemmen’c’s tax reforms was
Fa”ing on the workirxg classes and the middle classes, csPeciallg in the rural and the Peri~
urban areas. The Protesters called for lowering of fuel taxes, a reintroduction of the
so]iclarity tax on wealth, increase in minimum-wage, the imPlementation of Citizens’ initiative

referendums, as well as the resignation of Fresident Emmanucl Macron.

The Yellow ‘High visibility’ vests, which the [Trench law rcciuircs all drivers to have in their
vehicles and to wear during emergencies, were chosen as “a um’ngng thread and call to arms”
because of their convenience, visibi]itg, ubiquity, and association with working{lass
industries. | he movement has received international attention, and protesters in many
P]aces around the world- some with similar grievances; others unrelatecl, have used the

9e”ow vest as a sgmbol for Protests.

The major demands of the movement included resignation of the ncwl\zj elected [French
President and his government, increase in the ["rench minimum wage, improvecﬂ standards of

]iving, government transparency and accountabi]itg.

The government and its administrations comp!ained that the protests were aggecting the
socio-economic fabric of the society, the individual and the country as well. |n addition, the
tourist inclustrg in [ rance also suffered because of saFctg and security concerns of the
tourists. Economg Plags an important role in any countrg’s progress and Prosperit9 but
due to protests, the economy was sevcrc]g hit. As the [Tinance Minister Bruno | e Maire
told the reporters that the three weeks of protests have hit the [Trench economy hard, with

trade in shops, hotels and restaurants ga”ing signi{:icantlg.

The government’s response so far has been to suspcnd the P]anncd increase in fuel taxes
for atleast six montlﬂs, saying no tax was “worthjcoparclizing” the country’s unity. ! owever,

the leaders of the protests said “]t’s afirst step, but we will not settle for a crumb.”

Kousar
39YrSec B
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Evolution of Man

]n some Pre~historic times
O]C which we do not have records
A creature sprang to life
Who made
Bg his very own hands
And given the name ‘man’.

Man was brought to life
And Pu’c to boundless earth
To enj09 her beautﬁ and bount}j

]n full measures.

Man was given the value
OF love, honestg and truth
Ancl was asked to uphold them
T ill his last breath.

Graclua”g as the civilizations grew
And men became men,
T hey started fortifying themselves
v, Gl
By creating boundaries
Y S
And divided themselves

"rom their terrestrial brethren.



Tl’}e boundaries were abstract

As tl'rey were never Phgsicang seen
Bg anyone’s eyes

(ntil men tried to communicate.

]:ast forwarded to todag
Where the civilizations have grown
By oo cnd baund
With aPParent]9 no regrets.

T he world had changed
And so did the values
Hate, c{islﬂonestg and Fa!sitg
Hac{ now taken the P]acc

OF man’s Prévious virtues.

r—]ATE, a 1Cour~lettcr word
And the oPPositc of love

f’iac{ now become

Man’s greatest tool

To relate himself
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Department at a Glance
January — November 2019

'Know your rights" - Ab
Samijhauta Nahin— 100%™
January 2019

Tl‘re Department of Folitica] Scicncc

in association with Josh Talks | 3
organized a workshop aiming at '
enlightening the students about the ‘
different issues related to women in society, and also to equip them with the knowledge

about the rights women have Pcrtaining

to these issues. | he higl’xligl—xts of the i

—
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s

workshop included  discussion  of
imPor’cant issues of fundamental rigl—xts

and gender equaiitg, sexual harassment,

domestic violence, c\gbcrstalking and bu“ging.

Workshop on Urban Local 6overnance by Draja Foundation.

——

| association with the Fraja Foundation,
a non—governmental organization worl(ing

* inthe field of civic issues, the dePartmcnt

governance. T he workshop aimed to

helP students clcvc]op a Pcrspcctivc on



issues of local governance, and gain knowlcclgc about the )Cunctioning of the government
and its institutions in their immediate context. The workshop gave the students the much-
needed exposure in the sPherc of interacting with the local Poli’cicians, and mobi]izing

c{emancls FOF !oca! dSVCIOPmCﬂ’C.

Visit to Parliament— 27" February 2019

T he Department organizcd a visit
to the Farliament for its final year
students in order to give them a first-
hand exPerience of our esteem law-
making and !aw~cmcorcing agency.

Far]iament is the supreme law-

making institution of our country.
For the students of Political Science, it is imperativc to understand the various nuances
associated with the working of the FParliament. T he triP was intended to expose the
students to the institutional part of our democratic set-up, giving them a glimpse of the

Functioning of both houses of the Farliament.

Workshop on Career Counselling- 27th
March, 2019

Thc Dcpa rtment orga nized a career cou nsc”ing workshop

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
organises

to Provicle the students with the much-needed guic{ancc for

their future careers. As the students stcP out of the

27TH MARCH 2019, 12PM
MATA SAHIB KAUR AUDITORIUM

co”egc, theg will be faced with multiPle choices before them _




as far as their careers are concemeé, and the worksl'xop was intended to l‘IClP students make crucia s

informed decisions.

Manushi, Chronicles from HEDRstory- 29" §Sentember, 2019

A talk on “(Inderstanding \Women’s Rights in |ndia: | aws and |nstitutions by Ms. Swati
Maliwal had organized an workshop — (Chairperson Delhi Commission for Women) and
Mr. Sandeep Banga (Advocate,
Delhi High  Court).  The
2 Department interactive session with

abovc esteemed sPeakers on the

& issue of women’s rights and saxcc’cg.

Ms. Swati Mliwal during her session highlighted the
various initiatives the DW(C has undertaken with
rezerdie dhe myrads of enallenges Faead by veres ,,f )
every day. Mr. Sandeep Panga shared valuable

information  regarding various legal recourse o4 @

available to women. [TJe focused on the practical k

asPect of the laws enacted to he]P and empower

women.
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CALL FOR SUGMISSIONS
We invite submissions for the next edition of the \/O]CE

The length of the articles should be a minimum of 500 words and should not exceed 1000

WO[‘dS.

You can e-mail your submissions at the Fonowing:

voicemsc2O | 6@gmail.com

For direct submission and any other queries, P]ease contact,

Ms. Shashwati
DCP’C- of Political Science

Ms. Faromita Dutta
DCP’C- of Folitical Science



