TAHRW fnsernational Jourosl of Socisl e ences
€ 261 indien Asensetece of {lasith, Resssrok
Review, 2017, &4), 141,703

18EN- T iy
L el molmmnwm,“

Factors responsible for political participation among rural women
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Participation means that people are closely involved in the economie, social, cultursl and political process that
affects thewr lives. Women are 2 major force behind people’s participation in the life of society us they play 2 leading
fole in the emergence of groups, organizations and movements workdwide. Levels of poiitical awareness of women
are conditioned greadly by the political culture of the area, the spproach of political parties towards them, and the
Quality of the local leadership. Political socialization is the gradual leaming of the norms, attitudes and behavier
acceptable to an ongoing political system. Political participarion of women can be defined as the degree of equality
and freedom enjoyed by women in shaping and sharing of power and in the value given by society 1 this role of
women. This paper attempts 1o throw light on factors which play & major role in political paticipation of rursl
women depicting the role of family, peer, education, party affiliation etc. The implication of this paper would be 1o
recognize the contnbution of rural women to politics and in the decision making process by identifying the factors
that affect their participation in politics. It would help in strengthening the democracy by closing gap between the
decumnukmmmanmmwmvmwbaemmvnl.
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Participation is an essential element of human development whether and political parties at lower levels more than the men. The level and L
it is economic, social, cultural or political field. The participation forms of women's participation in pohitics is largely shaped by
may be direct, as in community projects, welfare organizations orit cultural and societal barriers in the form of violence, discrimination
may be indirect through elected officials and representatives. In the Miﬂiuwy.wmmd-mm-_ddﬂ
latter, the degree of participation will depend on the extent to which cultural also contribute to women's low political participation
the election process makes the officials or representative bodies (Kassa, 2015). N
responsible for public opinion. Individuals may participate through Political localization is the gradual learning of norms, attitudes  *
non-governmental or statutory bodies. In the first place, therecanbe  and been acceptable to an ongoing political system (Sigel, 1965). It
no true democracy of the people without equal participation of is a process by which a person acquires political values, attitudes,
women and men in all spheres of life and levels of decision making interests and knowledge of the political community. There are four
(Karl, 1995). There are multiple contexts of women participation.  aspects of political socialization. They are as follows: g
Theseare: o The development and any subsequent changes in a psychological
o Participation as voters and candidates in elections identification with a party. S
o Political attitudes such as awareness, commitment and o Thedevelopment of political interest Ak
~ involvement in politics and autonomy in political action and o Theagents thathelp generate political interest
~ behavior. o Party identification in the form of status and role. e
e Theirimpacton the political process. - S
There is need for policies that involve empowering local  Family

d communities to develop strategies that combine the
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