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Book by:* S. Makhan Singh
Review by: **Dr. Harpreet Kaur

S. Makhan Singh has scripted down on many topics from the rich history and heritage of
Sikhism. The present book written by S. Makhan Singh delves into life, times and institutions

i uru Amar Das and is humble tribute to Guru Amar Das, The Third Nanak. Guru
Angad passed the lineage of Guruship to Amar Das; his successor in 1552. Guru Amar Das
consolidated the mission of spreading Sikhism by introducing social reforms and establishing
confirmed social practices, endorsing the much-needed changes in the degenerating society of
mm““mﬁmdm the Guru led the followers as a torch-bearer.

is

Guru Amar Das

g
:

embodiment of Sewa (selfless service). Guru Amar Das through his own

’ m Sewa (selfless service) to Guru Angad Sahib set a marvelous precedent of this

i paramount value. Unfavorable weather, his own old age or any other constraint would not
hinder his daily routine and He continued to serve Guru Angad Sahib and the Sangat.

Guru Amar Das regularly held morning sessions in which the religious discourses and Kirtan
recital were organized. These holy congregations held by Guru Amar Das in the momings were
attended by the distressed and sick, who had a firm faith that the blessings of the Guru would
solve all their problems.

Guru Amar Das introduced an innovative practice of Manji system that brought about a religious

m and has been covered in the book with an insightful touch providing valuable details.

mmwbyGumNnarDasrqtm!ad&ndmcbonless people and provided them

ﬁ gm canopy of religion and religious discourses. Manjis set up and the Pirhian

gl "' by the Guru to manage religious administration became centres of imparting

ings of the Gurus, purging social evils and laying foundation of new religious practices.
chings and values of Guru Nanak and Guru Angad Dev were imparted to the people.

sh work by appointing them as territorial deputies or Vicars (Manji) and
) to both. The women during the time of Guru Amar Das played a lead role
the functionalities of Manjis and cradles. Through the efforts of the Third
‘Cradles’ were eslablished. The cradles transformed the entire social
“mmomhmdtomnmevduesofmasmraﬂgmnto
s assigned them leadership role. The position women as mothers were
gnized in a society that was biased towards women.

ice of disseminating religious doctrines to the people
S got distributed small booklets inscribed by Sansar

ies of the devotees. Guru Amar Das inspired his

an) of Gurbani, the possession of which was
Granth Sahib. Guru Amar Das composed Anand
Is rendered on all occasions irrespective of its
e through the medium of the Guru, inner
ymns (907 hymns) in 18 musical measures
in Sri Guru Granth Sahib and is almost




»m. Assuming the form of Guru Amar Das, the formless lord has given his own light to all.
Bhatt Bhikha who was eldest of the Bhatts has composed 3 Sawaiyas extolling the Third Guru
according to him is a Creator-Lord in the Kaliyuga (Dark Age). Admiring and eulogizing the
s multi-dimensional personality, Bhikha says that Guru Amar Das had fully vanquished
mmwnemmego.mmmmathehasmmewm
er of all powers and blessings. Through Guru's grace, Guru Amar Das has
m __M_hndfr:dunmmm. o i a
at devotee of the Guru-ghar, a personality and very
. Mdhmmmm@mﬁﬂ‘afoﬂsh”
d. or Guru Amar Das Bhai Gurdas writes, “Guru Angad Ji is form of
on of His Light. He has been granted blessings of the Lord as was
' _wmdmhetluhwoasmdhehmGuruand
' Ilebhni'lgdwmeguuniadeswwr'.memm.
_'-mm.dmumnwmmmmotbem
station of the bounties of Waheguru™.

“crown and the favourite poet amongst 52 poets, scholars and
( _M In his PP::an composition namely, Tausif-O-
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