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FOREWORD

A few reasons and happenings embedded in the
historical circumstances of the medieval times were directly
and indirectly instrumental in establishing the lineage of
the Gurus and creation of the Sikh faith. The Sikh Faith
emerged due to exigencies of the time and plight of the
common man at the hands of political and religious heads,
was prominent amongst these. The purpose and teachings
were discreet and simple challenging the religious dogma
and futile practices. Guru Nanak enunciated the basic
principles of the faith including the belief in One God and
endorsed that duty towards one’s family and fellow-beings
is paramount, which would lead one to spiritual salvation.
The aim of one’s life is to be engaged in the social pursuits
sticking to values inculcated by the Gurus and doing divine
meditation. Guru Nanak’s vision laid grounds for a religious
upheaval that continued in the times of the succeeding
Gurus. The values taught by him continued to be a part and
parcel of the community who revere the Gurus and try to
preserve the rich Sikh heritage for the posterity.

The Gurdwaras in Pakistan are related to events in
the life of Baba Nanak from his birth till the time he left for
the heavenly abode. Being an Islamic state, the policies of
Government of Pakistan are illiberal, which makes the visit
to these holy places very difficult. This also made it tough to
allay the demands and concerns of the community in a
country that has meagre Sikh population. However, one such
long-standing demand of the community was met with the
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with emphasis on waging holy warfare- a righteous war.
Taking the blessings of Guru Gobind Singh Ji, Banda Singh
Bahadur, laid the foundation of a Sovereign State. The same
spirit was continued in the Khalsa even in the later years.

The present book, Celestial Gems from the Sikh Legacy’
traces the Sikh legacy with a very different approach and a
personal touch. The book contains articles pened down by
me from time to time. The objective of the book has been to
cover the times from Guru Nanak Dev Ji to Banda Singh
Bahadur. Although the topics are varied but I have made an
attempt to present these in a rudimentary sequential order
with a touch of personal experiences, wherever possible. The
Sikh philosophy is so intense, variegated and deep that even
an iota of the spirit might not be contained in the book but
definitely, these topics have been explored with an objective
of understanding the history, heritage, traditions, practices
and legacy of the Great Gurus and their adherents.

With the core of my heart, I thank Dr. Harbans Kaur
Sagoo, Prof. Rawail Singh and Dr. Jagjit Kaur for their
support and association. I thank my publisher, Manpreet
Prakashan for doing the job painstakingly.

Prof. Harpreet Kaur
Principal

Mata Sundri College for Women
University of Delhi
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