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Women in Punjab in
Precolonial Period

(HAPTER

wpil Bhalla Mathur, Mata Sundari College for Women, University of Delhi
up

, St ieid hi i re has
wichallits colourful variations, Strong and rigid hierarchical structure h

' jeen the common constant of the society of Punjab. Home to 2 number
f races and religions, Punjab followed mainly three religions: Sikhism,
Hinduism and Islam. Ibbetson in his compilation Punjab Castes gives 185
ctes in the area of Punjab and many more minor ones. Each caste had its
own rules and regulations. However one dark commonality was present in
ol castes and religions that they treated their women as subordinates and
inferiors and the existence of patriarchal system was loud and profound.
Infested with many ills like the whole of India, Punjab society was plagued
with many ills. There was existence of child infanticide, child marriage, no
educadon for girls, dowry, Sati, no property rights for women and many

more.

Iron Hold of Customs

Held in the vice like grip of customs which pervaded through the very

fabric of the soul of Punjab its society Was controlled in not only its special

occasions like birth, betrothal, marriage etc. but day to day life also.

“Custom is thus defined as a rule of conduct which the governed observe |
spontaneously and not in pu
isa rule of positive morality be
with legal sanctions.”!

rsuance of a law set by a political superior. It
fore it is adopted by the courts and clothed
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