Chapter - “Agrarian crises in India: Discourse Vs Challenges”edited by Dr. Harpreet Kaur,

Dr.Lokesh Kumar Gupta and Dr.Kiranjeet Sethi, Kitab Mahal. Adriot Publications, Delhi ISBN
978-93-87253-62-9

SOCIO-CULTURAL STUDY
OF AGRICULTURE
Editors { /‘v"f\

Dr. Harpreet Kaur (>/><Y><

Dr. Lokesh Kumar Gu; 7
Dr. Kiranjeet Sethipta w%}"”%ﬁ |

KITAB MAHAL

B ——e
First Edition : 2020

ISBN : 978-93-87253-62-9

SELLING AGENTS

1. Kitab Mahal Publishers
8, Hari Sadan, (G. F)

0/43526875; 9810669341

Emuil : kitab, hal @ hotmail.com

2. Kitab Mahal Agencies
HIG st Floor

Price : ¥680.00
Author

Published By : Kitab Mahal, 8, Hari Sad
N

F.), 20, Ansari Road, Da

Printed by : Avats




(V)
arg Pz & IER e Bl &7 -
aeR RgR B wH ¥ OF SRS ST
e At
Special Economic Zone and Tt's Impact on the
Agricultural Sector in India
Paromita Datte

Social Impact t in Land A isi 3
A Legal Framework for Ensuring Social Justice
and Sustainable Rural Development in India
Pradip Parsure

ﬁ—gﬂ@*éﬁ?ﬂ?féﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂém@m

inder Singh Kambo]

Disruptive Trends In Agricuiture Debt Relief
Dr. Renu Arora

Agrarian Crisis in Punjab
Santosh Kemari

Stress, Coping Strategies and Stress Management
Technigues: Integrative & Holistic Analysis
Dr. Sarcbjit Kaur Sran

Agrarian Crisis in India: Discourse vs. Challenges

Land Ali ion and Law in ‘khand
Rachna Kumari Prasad

Punjab Peasantry in the Colonial Period
Rupali Bhalin Matiur

Agriculture for Achieving Sustainable Food and
MNutrition Security
Dr. Sukhineet Suri

Why Contemporary Cinema Hus Forgotten the
Farmers
Dr. Suprita Jha

136

169

183

210

220

318



AcrariaN Crisis IN INpia: Discourse vs.
CHALLENGES

Dr. Simerpreet Ku

Introduction

In the discourse on agriculture, stories of increasing (o
suicides (resulting from economic distress) are accepted ay (I
primary proof of agrarian crisis in the country. Loan waivers 11 ;
occasional one-time hike in MSPs (Minimum Support Price) for croj
by governments ave portrayed as the ultimate solution for dealii
with this crisis.

Both these solutions have an enormous political as well
popular appeal even though they resultin diminutive actual beicfie
In reality, farm loan waivers do not prove beneficial to majority
farmers, as they do not cover informal loans, and have v
exclusionary conditions even for formal sector lending. Increa i
MSP does deliver immediate results, but without longtiin
developments its benefits could be short-lived. Hiking M5I' (/-
has inflationary effects on the economy, and could prove a hu i
on the government treasury.

The erisis engulfing Indian agriculture is systemic, and
solutions for this require an in-depth analysis which almost cer L1100
lies beyond this discourse, Concrete and wide ranging sl
reforms are needed to tackle this issue.

There is a wide income disproportion between agrivuli
and non-agricultural sectors. While the share of agriculture i (1
has declined sharply, there has not been a proportional decline i1+
dependence of the rural workforce on agriculture for employin
Another factor plaguing the agrarian economy is concentration

land within a, small group and fragmentation of landholdin:
smaller pieces.

This paper will try to understand the real challog
agrarian sector heyond the popular discourse and the policy ([0
required to addvess the issues, It was formulated using secon
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ninces of data, and interpreting the available dataset to understand

Hhe real problems that plague the agricultural sector in India, and
then compare it with the popular narative that the media has
dopted. ;

Media narrative is very important in shaping and forming
ihlie opinion, which in turn influences governments' responses
ards a problem, Many times in their bid to sensationalise a
(ntieular story or for increasing their TRP's, the media runs a story
1! ignores to provide a detailed background. Stories of farmers’
(cldes are run continuously, but the detailed analysis and reasons
fo1 them are mostly lacking, Visual images portrayed by media take
i wihape of a popular discourse in which farmers are troubled,
ity by economic burdens and swift response by the state in form
| lwan waivers or assurance on price of the crop are the logical
g that should follow, *

These images propagated extensively not just keep the real

e and challenges faced by agriculture sector at bay but also

‘e counterproductive towards finding real solutions to the
+ uhlems which have now become innate in this sector,

Huthodology and literature review

Many secondary sources of data have been used in this paper
ihstantiate the projected view, First and foremost the annual
ilication, "Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India”, brought out
!l National Crime Records Bureau [NCRB), Ministry of Home
i1 Government of India has been of great help to get the data on
dewin India, This report provided information ‘on different

tires like distribution of suicidal deaths by sex and age, causes of :

Joule, and most importantly on number of suicides by profession.

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Develepment

[1A11) is a topmost development financial institution in India, In

I7 it introduced “NABARD All India Rural Financial Inclusion

*[NAFIS), which is a Survey on financial inclusion in the rural

Il covers all dimensions and livelihood aspects of rural
liolds,

The Centre for the Study of Developing Socleties is an Indian
‘b institute for the social sclences and humanities. It has
hieda report called, ‘State of Indian Farmers: A Report; whicl‘QJ
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