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sabarmati Ashram

K Gandhis ashram at Abmedabad,

known as Sabarmati Ashram, is
an unusual manument of incernational
impurtance, It was Gandhi's home from
1917 t0 1930 He led the famous Dand]
March from the ashram and pledged not
10 et o the ashram uncl independ
ence was attained.

After the Salt March, Gandhi disband
e the ashram a5 a part of the freedom
wmgle in s Mmr independence,

vers formed
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the s:nharmnu .-\shr.'lm Preservarion and
Mensorial Trust eo protee: the buildings
and arehival possessions of the ashram
for posterity. This trust looks after the
bildings, nclding Hriday Kunj—the
residence of Gandhi tnd Kasrarba.
Hriday Kunj and che memorfal muse-
um geeet theusands of visitors coming.
from all pans of the wortd daily in a wuly
Gandhian fashion, without Irisking or
security check or sight of armed persons,
The yior o fee buetied and mepired

‘mainly Hriday Kunj, surounding build-
ings, and the muscum.

The simpliciy of che ashram will be
completsly loss i 3 f.200 crore project,

Hriday Xunj. other hiscorical build
ings, and present museums, even if
they remain untouched, will no Tonger
be cencral bus pushed in a comer by
the now museum, amphitheatee, food
couns, shops, etc.

Easy aceess 10 Hriday Kunj and the
present museum will be blncked s the
road passing by it will be cosed. The
new entrance will have ar least a vie
Iounge and a new musum befure Hei-
day Kunj and the eurrent museum,

Lakhs of Indians, specially schoclehil-
dren, a5 well as foreign visitors come 0
Saharmati Ashrom every year. The place
has never needed a “world-closs” mke:
over m arrracr rourises. The charisma of
Gandhi along with the authenticiey and
simplicity o the place has been enough.

The proposed plan at best emvisions @
“Gandhi theme park’ and aL worst *a
second sssassination.”

Tn short, i the project is going through,

uiIthlM'\..

The present government is all set 10
“reclaim” the “visual wholesomeness,
tranquilicy and unclutered environmen.
af 1945 and make it a “workl class™
tourist destination spread over 54 acres,
It hias announced & budger of @1,200
crore for “Gandhi Ashram Memorial and
bere will
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be new museums, an amphitheare, vip
lounge, shops, oo court among ather
things in the newly ereated “workd class™

the most f Gandini
and our freedom struggle will be lost
forever 10 vanicy and commercialisacion,
We mus: collecively oppose any
government (akeover of Gandhian in-
stitations, while ensuring that the gov
ernment continues t use public money
for the proper maintenance and up-

ans and archivisis from India and
around the world,
Prakash Shah, &N Devy, Anand Paswardhan.

port

Reprts sy thar the projeet will he
under the dircer supervision of the
Prime inister and che chief minister
This is in keeping with the present gov.
ernments strategy (o appropriaie and
eommercialise all Gandhian mstitutions
in the country. The worst sxample o
this can be seen in Sevigram, but the
mast frightening aspect is government
consrol over all Gandhian archives
What does this mean effectively?

The propused plan severely compro
mises and rivialises the saneity and
importance of the present-day ashram,
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Behavioural Aspects

his is in response w the artidle,

“Performance of Self-help Groups
in India” (e, 30 Tanuary 2021). This
leteer puts light an a few behavioural
aspecs of loan repayment behaviour of
self help groups (stics) in India. The
aricle very neauy elaborates interesting
facts about the non performing asses
(vpash of the swos in Tndia and their
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Gandhi and the Re-enactment

of Racism

Examining M K Gandhit atticude
tavrands South African narives
during his sojourn in South
Adriea, Ashwin Desa snd Gaclam
Viahed, in their book The South
African Gardi, have accused
Gandhi of raciam, arguing that
Gandhi kept his struggle for
Brirish cancessions for indentured
Indians in South Africa separste
from theseruggle of Zulu people
for freedom from eolonial rule,
because Gandi considered the
natives racially inferior and called
them Kaflits—a derogatory term
wsed against them by the Whites
as well s Indians. Towever,
aceusing Gandhi of racism
indicates a misrepresentation of
his ideas n wansition, and the
word Kaffir dos not connote a
racial dlor

Py

& Gandbr lfe and philosoty
was, as e himself caled it an
peciment
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Inthe presen anice | discuss oo such
comoversial aspert of Gandh's persoa-
allry brought ta public debate by Ashiwin

5 agaist Sauth Alrican naies
The accusaion is o a all pevs, bus since
the ideas expressed by ¢
to have clicred angry
peopie belnging t some African i
tries, 2 awmdermic bt and seholarly
avtencion an the e B ineamhen:

the o

pak.
process ase interpreced sarioasly by
Gandaian scholars and Gandhi’s critics
alibe, 04 25 sl some of s eapres-

he present study is inspited by a reeent
campeign in some Afican countries
against Gandhi, secusing him of bolding

Versial $tatus. Sorte people hive calied
him & hypossice (Singh 2004 Lelyreld
2012 French 2ona), come ochers heve
acused him

in saur
Al especsally againse the Riack Sauth
Adrian tves, i by gl asion, againss
all Alrican natives. Michael sa4 (2018}
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tovracd awedden o lodia
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