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Chapter 25

GURU NANAK DEV, SUFI SAINT SHAYKH FARID
AND HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL MUSIC

GURSHARAN KAUR

It is well known that the four Vedas- Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharva comprised of ritual
hymns and incantations that depended on their power as intoned speech for
effective implementation. 8 From SamaVeda evolved here the tradition of Samans
singing and eventually the GandharvaSangita with the Raagas came into being and
was lead by Naarad Rishi. The Prabandha was the traditional Adiform of devotional
singing prevalenthere when the Dhrupad,Haveli Sangeet, Samaj gayan, Kirtis, Bhajans,
Nam Kirtan and Padavali Kirtan8came to being in medieval times.

In the Bhakti Era in the Indian sub-continent there also arrived Sufi Sangeet with
music compositions and verses created by Sufi Saints. Sufis follow a religion of
intense devotion; Love is its manifestation. Poetry, music and dance are the
instruments of its worship. Also attaining oneness with God is its ideal. This is a
humanistic-mystic tradition of Islam based on the pursuit of spiritual truth as it is
gradually revealed to the heartand mind of the Sufi. With advent of Muslim rulers,
Sufi saints and their music cast their deep influence in the Indian subcontinent. Sufi
concept rests on love and devotion to one god,Allah, (NirgunBhakti)
accompaniedwith a castless, simple and pious living. This is very much evident in
the compositions of the Saints. Shaykh Farid Ji asks with utmost humility, awe of
Creator, for blessing of love from Almighty.

SGGS Ang 488: Bani Shaykh Farid Jitteazrqaaaizii dasiadseazmiiigi

Olord, Sustainer and Cherisher, you are infinite, unfathomable and endless. Those
who recognize the True Lord- I kiss their feet. | | I seek Your protection - You

are the Forgiving swazmmsrmsmmasiag ) Smmramaragaamig)|

Lord. Please, bless Shaykh Fareed with the bounty of your meditative worship.
NEINEAN

Prominent Sufis saints of this movement were 9,10

1)Chistiya sampradiya ofKhawja Moin-ud-Din Chisti (1143-1234 A.D.) Baba Farid-
ud-Din Ganj-i-Shakar (13th century), Nizam-ud-Din Aulia (14th century) .

Others proponents were 2) Suhrawardi Sampradiya: Sheikh Shihabuddin
Suhrawardi 3) Sheikh Nizamat Ullah of Qadrisect 4) Khwaja Pir Mohammad of




