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JAB PEASANTRY IN THE COLONIAL
PERIOD
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Rupali Bhalla Mathur

—

punjab was the last province to be occupied by the British, [t
+ at that time under the independent rule of Maharaja Ranjit
:i;ll’h- His death in 1839 threw the autonomous state of Punjab into
iur:l“‘“- The deathlof the Maharaja ended the friendliest and the
st harmonious times that the Punjabis had witnessed. His court
hecame @ hub of intrigues and trickery. Conspiracy, contrivance,
jouble  dealing and maneouver became rampant. Personal
ambitions, mutual jealousies and unbridled physical strength of
Ranjit Singh's sons and his commanders led to a jungle rule which

was put to an end by the British through unlawful means and
military strength.

Under the able leadership of Raniit Singh, the economy of
Punjab flourished immensely. Land revenue was the backbone of the
economy as it was the main source of income to the state. No new
method of assessment was introduced by Ranjit Singh. In the
beginning of his rule till 1823 he generally took the land revenue in
kind called the Batai System. Kankut replaced the Batai system for
the next 10 yrs. In this system the state share was fixed on “standing
crops before the harvest which was converted into money value.
After 1834 the practice of farming of revenues of large areas to the
highest bidder for a period extending from three to six years was
frequently adopted” However the rate of assessment varied from

. - |
place to place and from time to time.

Another method of assessment experimented by Ranjit Singh
was called the cash Jama or Zabti Jama. He also made efforts to
increase the land under cultivation by setting wasteland under
cultivation and by giving easy loans. “In fact Ranjit Singh shows a
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