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Princinal®s Message

| take this opportunity to congratulate the Dcpartmcnt of
Political Science for Putting togct[wcr the debut edition of

their - Journal WVOICE . This initiative is an excellent
platform as it encourages budding talents by bringing to the
fore the creativity of young minds which have no boundaries
and are filled with zest for life. The F-Journal is a
fascinating read by way of its eclectic amalgamation of

contents.

| wish the DcPartmcnt all the very best in all their Forthcoming

iIssues.

Dr. Kawag’it K aur
Frincipal




FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

2016 is a historic yearin the true sense of the word. |ndian Democracy is well into its
70’ch year, which is no mean achievement. Coincidenta"y, it is also the golclenjubilcc year of

our esteemed institution and as a tribute to this beloved institution, the DcPartmcnt of

Folitical Science has put forth its first ever [ - Journal titled ‘VO]CE’

Know]cdgc is infinite and so are the ways to acquirc it. T he tools of acquiring
knowlcdgc before a student are many, lcarning and cxPrcssing isjust the bcginning of a life-
long process. Jt cannot be denied that the life of a student inside the classroom, amidst set
curriculum and institutional training, finds an imPortant Para“cl in that outside it, and this is
what motivates the students to cxplorc unconventional terrain and to dcvclop new ways of

thinldng.

Named aptlg 50, thcjournai ‘\/OICE_’ is an avenue to connect ﬂowing thoughts bg
way of Putting togcthcr the aspirations and artistic cxPrcssions of the students. Since this is
a debut edition, the enthusiasm in Pu’cting it togcthcr has been without a Parallcl, [However,
this is only a humble attempt aimed at Providing not only an intellectual but a comPrchcnsivc
and holistic Plat{:orm for the students to voice their views Pcrtaining to largcr issues of

socictg, environment, Policics and the world at Iargc.

‘VO]CE’ is also an attcmPt to commemorate seventy years of ]ndian dcmocracy.
Thc dcmocraticjourncy which bcgan with Nehru’s famous sPccch ‘Trgst with Dcstiny’ has
Progrcsscd through various Phascs - rcPrcscnting both blissful and chaucnging moments,

which is bcautimcuuy reflected through the mgriad contents of our cjournal.

Exprcsscd 133 ways of essays, poems, articlcs, Political cartoons, satire, and
interviews we have tried to voice our crcativitg and freedom of cxPrcssion~ about various
facets of society, as well as to ciucstion set patterns and in the bargain contribute towards

building a new socictg.




T he student editors have put in their all. T heir exuberance, hard work and zeal have been

Phcnomenal. QOur hearts are filled with Pricle for having worked with such a creative team.
During the selection of the contents of the c-journal ‘\/OICE’, we have been mindful of

certain factors signhcicant to the entire process such as resPcct and concern for the

institution’s long cherished values and goals.

Needless to add, we reserve our sincere gratitudc for the FrinciPal Dr. Kawarjit K aur

forher constant cncouragcmcnt and unrclcnting suPPort.

Faculty F ditors
Dr. Madhuri Sukhija
Ms. Paromita Datta
Ms. Shashwati




Students Sneak

What better way to commemorate the golc]cnjubilcc of our co”cgc than bringing forth
a novel concept that will add to the lcgacy of this great institution. So here we present

Voice’, the ejournal from the clcPartmcnt of Political science.

Voice’ seeks to Providc a Plahcorm for the students to showcase their manifold
talents in the sPherc of writing as well as in other avenues of creative exPrcssion. lt opens up
before the students a vibrant scope to cultivate and express their thoughts, uninhibited by
the rigors of set curricula. Thcjournal aims to Push the students to stretch the contours of
theoretical knowlcdgc acquirccl in the classrooms to understand the rcality around them, no

lcss to prepare for them.

The c—journa] encompasses a Plctl'rora of articles, poems, c!rawings, interviews,
Photographs and the list goes on. A\ section towards the end of the journal, called
Reminiscences, Provic]cs through snapshots, glimpscs of the activities, Pchormanccs and

achievements of our dcpartmcnt in the semester that is fast s]iPPing bg.

The past few months have indeed been an cxcitingjournc‘xj for the editorial team and
at the same time filled with a lot of hardwork and a few cha"cngcs that came by in Putting
togcthcr the very first issue of our c-j'ournal ‘VO]CE’

We would like to thank the Hcad~omc~DcPartmcnt, Folitical Science and {:acultg
editor Dr. Madhuri Sukhﬁa for igniting the sPark in us and for taldng the initiative of starting
this c-journal( ]“‘lcr rc{:rcshing ideas and valuable inPuts have gone a long way in the

Prcparation of thisjournal.

]n cqual measure, we are also thankful to our other Facu]tg editors. Ms. Shashwati,
Ms. Paromita Dutta. T heir able guidancc at every step and unstinting support towards this

initiative has been truly amazing,




We are glad to share that in kccping with our rcsPonsibiIitB towards green

environment ancl to ensure commcorl:ablc access we oPtecl For an cicctronic Format 1cor the

journal.

We take this oPPortunity to invite students of the c]cPartmcnt and co“cgc at largc to

contribute activcly in kccP the ‘Voice’ audible in the coming years.

We look forward to your blcssings and goocl wishes.

Student [ ditors
Drishti bancrjcc~]>rcsic!cnt
Shaheen-Vice President

Kupa[~5ccrctary
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HSEMAR &1 ISTde

HRA Th Folldliedsh S § R Hs SR ol 38 Toldd Fgad ol ST &l
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FT RPN I @A 3T g1 SoF7 gl & d¢ THADN T 39T SoH I3 gdle &
forT gAR [ar & Read & gscr &1 T Thel garT o Ruem & sse fRar Sirar
¢l Ig AT A S dTell dIFT § R g &1 Teh S & GRI=T Jg 9rar 937 § b
(SR FIeAAAA GaRT T§ 3ehs IaATU T §) 62% HRAAT Hl DRI HrdTeri
H 39T FIH Fa & T Rega a1 39 &of & Y39 7 AT HIaT 9341 &) ardl
2008 & Uer fir a5 AT AT A RO & a7 ™7 § F IRT F TETr 20 WIS
$r I 3THT-379T cilhdidenl ol (T =1 daT & T §Y fAer §) &r Siar
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3@ @1 ¥g URoTH § f oRa A qfow R e U we ard e |
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I AL &, W G 30N TN § A 38 AT Y Y Jacie g1, $H st
3W1S heh, dlohded &l T & TATTUT HIT BI19|

Shruti
1 Yr SecB




TorafEeE # sE-teHia

YR A 21 I1 <hl$ +ft 311 391 ohl Ak, TS o T ol wigham 7m od 8Xdt ¥ 1 Tt T T 8N aeft
T o 3 fehm o T s7ew Arft STt R, SR 7% o ST 6 e & o, aebefiet SR e o ft 5w
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TR o TR0 3 3@ A 7§ R Aot 3 SR IR e F F i T ¥ srge TS 3§ S STeme s
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Lakshmi Maurya
III Yr Sec A
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Zufia
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AFdIRF ARG A a1 5H

HRT 1 377G §T 69 I g1 91T Afthe] FAT AT 7R U TE 3MTSTG §3HT &7
1947 & #RA & JTeer Aell @ 58 Uh ehdhdid AR YA R FeT I
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3 H g HA AN F forw @

TE HIS 3ol a1 8 & & W & gag aRa & e Rufa e
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ST, dell, Taeed 3R e giod 78 i, $o TsAt @ gen SFEr W A, S
fo damer, TR, 38r@n, scarfel @AY 3R ST @ T&d ¥ g7 IRART N el
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fareqr & &9 7 oo 3 wATTar

31TST &8 Ueh JMTEYfaleh cllehcll{3eh 8Tl H TE T8 ¢, il fob T & Hhel Slehct H & Teh
€| SR ek oh SR H 4 G & T 78 TSI o FETAT hT AT ARRR ST &1 §HAR TSTaAcll 3 e,
TR 3Helohl $ITNOT &l &1 TE Fad T o faaried fawar g1 9 aTdl fohdll #&er 7 gef oTei
gIciT | Teh 3TIfe¥eh Hhel eliehdi{Aeh & A Tgl & STasfg o g3 orsfehal & foT arsel Arera,
oo AISTAT ST TR AT T JTaRIehdr 4T 82 4t g 31TsT $f Afgern &l cyagrR @
HHATS &l H AT &Il oTel ¢ UTT 82 g FAT AfGAT3 &Y ST TLAF 781 ST UTT b dg
HTeATAAT &Y re?

HRA # qo8T g AfGI3NT & AL Ig AT el @ HIA g, Fhifh dRAT
HATS U fAHcdIcAs FATS &, Sfeh gl foldll 7 #e S0 gU g1 Jufy SR dfaen
q&ST g ATGATIHT T FATT AR &AT &, T SqIgR H 37T 87 e w761 g1 I g | offarem
AT HsT AHASRT & 9% &1 58 Affieh HTATAAT T e3d IRaR # oz 9
IsfRal & AL fohT STel aTel 3dT & Bl &, o foh I8 &1 sfaer| ATAT Sirar ¢ {6 f2vamm
A3 & forw 7Y 9o & 7 & Afgend e & fow s=ir g1

§AR ST T TS cyawer & fhy v A3t ganrT smfiery &) 18 § 78 s a0
ATl T TEJd A & | HRA H I FIERAT &I 82.14% &, Sidfeh Afgell WIERAT &I
65.46% B 38 TR 3Hehs ol HETT HhRUT HTHHATIhI T GIel § ST feh Ig A § fob TsThar
& fav fem =99 g, Fif% ag f9ae & gge Mar g fdarg 3wia ofa & 3eha & 2
ﬁW%WE@WW@WﬁWWW@ﬁ@%WﬁTHﬁ*HMGiTandll
IHT FHTS H e shdel fheal & TR, AT # 3797 J& e SanT a&] S<iel 1 THATT
AT Fofehd T& AT &

HRCAT eliehcd A TRAF BT o1 &S T AfG3i & v gt ey gieft| 36
faceclcAs Hedl T G T Feeol=ll oM | TadAlT A& &7 H AGTT qesi & Hbraol
3 gerfaeher €1




3CTGRUT - 2016 T TAS TL&TT 3 1T STl T TS, AT gl TR Ueh MBBS T ST
T AT & TR FT 2015 T ATFH{EH Tellchk AT ITAT| FIT TET =T Y Y fehr 82 0
il ATGATIN T 3T Ge1 T SeTehl Tmforss HENERY &l et & |

Teh cIRITFd - “Teh TAT al IRaR RATET Xl § 17 3TaLThdT 39 @lehlierd ol ATRR
e T & | IRERT 1 379611 AT Seelelt g1l | 379el IRAR & oSl i Hifd HYeAT eTsfandl &t
oY T G191 | AT H HRAT FATSH F Gt o oAl &I hT GoTT hT STl 8, I sl oot 34
&dl & A &9, Teh FH 9 HIMAR AT ST 8

31TST 3feteht RIGT HEAT3HT, hRIEUC W AT & Y glet aTelT Gedae, Telleoh,
QMUT hT Gell 3TV &l St ol TAeTcH & | T 31Tt ol RN FeT &1 1 31M9Y ded A8t &@
HehdT? 3Tl T aRTEATIAT 3 1 &7 JH0T & o IS T Iear ar 32T SSolam| TR_y & o
had ot fer afew Te ca@ee AHATGS Shad H 8 39T HARENERT & Jgr™T Jv|
AT I o shael ML, oAl H &F HHTA HT JIRAT o HHST ST dfodh 3ot ﬁg?ﬁ@f
HITCT 37T §Go1 o Tl R ohaT ST | 3o7eh G glet aTel 3TcATART, 2MYOT, ARYIE & fa%g
&3 [AIH ForT SU |

AR GaRT Halfeld ATSTTU Teh g & Afgen3ii Fr e &33r 7 sAeheRy 3R
Yl 81 & H 3T T IMEAhT o &1 FefAd gl ST THTST T ollail T HATeher H ot
IMYfARAT T FHRIcHRAT T | Ig THT I S elal 1 g | 9ET Y 9 T g NeATiged T
39 &7 39T o foT IRT A Fr e

SICT ol TGTel 3HT AT Tellel oh TIT G &0 hl HENERY Y 3HH HTaRTendl & | difeh
‘T 9¢ AR A TS|
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Portrayval of Women in Mass Media

Ang means of communication that reaches a large audience comes under mass media,
which has become a signhcicant force in modern culture. Multimec{ia toc{ag forms the basis of
our society. Today the way women are shown in media is different from earlier times whether
it is movies or advertisements, things have worsened over the Perioc{. Thc Portrayal of
women in mass media todag is to enhance the appeal of the Product without regard to the
interest of women in genera]. The media portrays women as objccts and it is surPrising to
see them in advertisements related Products like cement so that tl‘reg can attract the

attentions of the viewers.

More and more women are being Portraged as commodities rather than as individuals
which sets a very dangcrous Precchﬂt for our societg. Such Por’craga] leads to unrealistic
expec’ca’cions }33 men about how women should look and behave. With unrealistic Portrayal
of women in media the audience sees them as objects of invoking vgouristic sensation. | or
example often clegracling clescriptiorx is used in music videos with regarcl to women which
creates a barrier between men and women. Men feel it is Pcrmissib]c in todag’s socictg

damagé a woman’s dignitg bg tréating them as mere commodities.

Py and large female inequality has become casily permissible in the society through
the constant influence of media. (Gender roles are constantly reinforced through the media.
Many times it is shown that man is the money maker, hard worker and a being representing
‘intelligence’ within the family whereas woman is baby-maker, home-maker and an ‘emotional
figure in the household. This stercotyping of gender roles has a profound impact on the
society. Women have always been adored and glorified for their physical attributes. We
often see in | V shows and advertisements, a man choosing a skinny girl over fat girl or fair
girl over a dark complexion girl, which can lead to depression among women in general about
their looks which is a very unhealthy trend. Young women are especially affected by

objccthcication in mass media. Women in gencral have become more obsessed with how their




body is seen 53 others in the society. The need to have a ‘Per‘Fect boclg’ is a result of

various messages societg sends in this rcgarcl direct]g or indirectly.

Sexual exploitation of women is very much Prcvalent in all the spheres of our society,
be it within xcami]ies, at wor‘(PIaccs or on the streets, which has been heightened with the

sexualized Projection of women in media.

These c{ags a new trend has started of Plastic or cosmetic surgery which is
increasinglg bcing Promotecl in our | V shows as somcthing which can fix all the Prob!ems.
FeoPle have often looked up to celebrities who themselves resort to such measures of going
under the knife to acquire Pcmcect bodies or skin. T his Propels the audience and more so the

women, to resort to the same Path to look like those they adore.

Mass media is an effective tool which creates Public oPinion. Te]evision is suPPosecl
to be the mirror of the society. [However, many times due to incorrect Portrayal of rcalit9
some groups and communities are at the receiveing end, among which, the women are a
glaring example.
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Dcmocracg ]mpcrsoniﬁcd as Unitg and Strcngth!

-Kajshrcc




When Mosquitocs Bcgin to (aive Nightmarcs!
Wither Swacchha Bharat Abhiyan?




Roots of Dcmocracy

-Nida

~ManPrcct
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UNDOING BELIEFS

| et alone the shrines of redtapism prosper,

am an atheist; beliefs are a complete wonder,

Let alone the temples worship the sgstem,

| am against these reservations,

| et alone the climate of hierarchg change,

| am the cqual man; second citizenship is a hoax,

| et alone the world be globa]ized)

am an outdated version ﬁrmly against indirect tcc}*mo]ogica] hcgemony,

| et alone the world be Pleased with machines,

] will find mgsel{: a child of humane asPirations...
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INDIAN DEMOCRACY: A CRITICAL ANALYSIS

One billion Peopie,
Selecting, afew

To serve us as tiweg say
To rule as ti'ieg do.

A Proiiicica”g diversified nation
Ecing one sixth of world’s Popu]ation
Still stands with ciemocracg, in comPIete

locomotion.

Awe“ defined democracg
Witi"l a Pie’ciiora of religion,

Y uniform electoral system.

Mang described it as Foo]harcigJ
Saying that it would become
An ordeal with impcnciingjcopardg

With it, commenced our Politicai
Anci idcoiogicai goals,
Democracy umcuriirig itself in various

optimistic modes

I” normous classes of linguis’cic divcrsity

Formed a fine (onstituent Assemblg

From separation of power

To Univcrsa] [ndian Citizenship
Were madejustiiciaijle,

Through constitutional rigl‘it,
FPowerful and esoteric ieaciersl‘iip

Scandals of kickbacks, ideas of

corruption

TOPPeci bg subtle ignominious
expioitation

" conomies of influence tociay

Deiivers brusque manipulation

State and district conflicts, icaciing to iﬁigiﬂ
insurgencies,
Dcmocracy now is questioneci forits real-

Po!itik crediblities

But whatever it may be for normal citizens,
Voteis a strong weapon rcprcscnting

Democraticv/s despotic confrontation

f:ricnds this is the irony of dcmocracg

Ti’iat indelible black ini<,
Can take back your so called

Fower, Position and Paisa!ll

Thisis wi—ig we call it democracy

Akanksha
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ONE WORLD

A world order so uniquc,
|dentities begond orthodox surnames,
A commum’ty S0 global,
(Inited thougi‘lts,

Ag]obal custom of dominance and authoritarianism,
A reach so écep in roots,
Surﬁacing cooPeration, ourglobe,
Regions sacrificed for national goocl)
Nations maniPulatccl forinternational gooci,
Ethnicitg bcing in question,
Moclemization or Polarizatior\?
(Gender equa]itg but regiona! ragging,
Social movements but Political rigiditg,
United we win, divided we Fa”,

Sti” the division so immacu]ate,
Ficrcing the hearts of humanness,
Ca”irxg it one worlcl,

S aee
Orne re]igion,

One system,

One addiction- money, power, fame and gui]tlcss scope for more...
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Interviewing the Young Democrats

Ql .Whatis your opinion on |ndian democracg?

Zuf:ia: ]dealism exceeds Practicalitg No doubt we have amazing ideas but execution lacks big

time.

QZ. Democracg is all about rule for the Peop]e, }33 the Peop]e‘ Do you feel ]nclia is ruled 53

the masses & not the classes’?

Neha: | believe cvcrgthing depcnds on acccptabi]itg. The elite class believes it is the
benefiter whereas the working class accePts its benefits and losses. TI"ICFC is a need for the
elite to come down to the level of the masses to be treated equa”g. [ndia todag is ruled }39

elite and not the masses.
Q}. Wlﬂic}ﬁ is the one sector, you feel rec]uircs improvemcnt?

Mcgha: I~ ducation is still a ]acking field. |f not looked at & taken care of immediatelg, this

would lead to the absolute failure of dcmocracy.

Q‘l’. One incident when |ndians actua”y demonstrated the power of unity for clﬁange

recently?

Shahccn: Mang Pcoplc’s movements have influenced decision making in ]nclia throughout
time & Places, if one has to name a recent such event then it has to be the famous Nirb%aga

case. ] believe in clcmocracy and the power of vote & so should everyone.

Q5. Reservation is one subject which gets incorporatecl in dcmocracy related controversies.
Do you think the kind of reservation system ]nc{ia has, will actua”y help its socio-economic

situation?

Fooja: The current socio-economic situation requires a well planncc} ‘heed-based’
reservation. (zone are the &ags when ten years of reservation was hclping the needg‘ Now it

has become an exP!oitation of the government facilities.




Qé. Democracy derives its meaning from many different ang!es & Perspectives. What is the

one issue you feel that it fails to address through its meaning?

| axmi: Student migration. | am a student & when | got into R my whole Familg had to shift
here as the state universities don’t have that much imPortance when comParcd to D(. My

onlg question therefore is, when will education be equa”g goocl evergwhere?
.Donr’t you think we are responsible for such blind eyes executions?
Y P Y

E_kta: l believe we are to be blamed. Yes} we cause confusion when we don’t understand the
‘what' & ‘how’ of somctlﬂing. Jn my opinion, until & unless Peop!e start undcrstanding what

Politics actua”g is, execution shall remain a Prob!cm in this country.

Q8. Democracg is nothing but voicing the mass oPinion. Do you think right to exPression is

being misused in the modern time Periocl?

Neha: | agree with on the first statement. Our clemocracg needs improvcmcnts from time to
time. What better way than right to exPression? l do feel that some Peop]e misuse this
beautiful feature of our democracg, but more or less freedom to express causes Positivc

changc only.
Q9. What is the most important question in clemocracg according to you?

E_kta: T he most basic question is in itself the most imPortant question rcgarding clcmocracy
& that is-whom to vote & whg should one vote at all? We don’t vote on behalf of C!ﬁina,
Eng]and or Fal(istan. We vote for us & the betterment of our country. Tlﬁis should be i(CPt in

mind as we aren’t any third party, the decision we take dir@ct]y affects us.
Ql 0.] et’s have your oPinions on education & democracy.

Shikha: Minoritg communities should be acknow!edgecl. T}were still are People who can not

afford education & thus are forced to sufferin Povertg.

Harshita: Tlnere are genclcr differences prevailing in our country. Girls still have digicultﬁ in

getting education as comPared to bogs.




Namrata: Eciuca’cion has become a ‘brand’. Evcrgthing seems to come down to si"iowing off.

Tiie majoritg has made education a business.

Zui:ia: Democracg flourishes when there’s apt execution & acceptance of social

resPonsibilitg ]t is our resPonsibi]itg to ensure socialjustice & not alone the role of the

State.

Fooja: Unders’canciing Poiitics is one ti*iing. But we have to ensure that Poiitics doesn’t come

in the way of successful xcunctioning of the cicmocracij‘ We still need to establish equiiibrium‘

Ncctu: We have to come out of our cocoons & Figi'it against corruption. lts i’iigin time. Wc, 139

not acidressing this issue, are onlg complicating the situation.

Jyoti: T here’s bias in Priva’ce & Pui)lic education. | he government should ensure we get

ec]ual education & imPortance be Provicied to all institutions & norms be followed.

E_kta: | would conclude in mere three words-reservation ignores Poten’ciai

Drishti
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The Semester Gone by

The Dolitical Science Meet, 9 Sentember, 2016

As a novel way of welcoming the fresh batch of students in the clePartment, the
Political science teachers and students’ community at Mata Sundri organizecl a glittering
meet on SCPtcmbcr 5., 20 G Built around the theme of ]ndian clemocracg, the Po!i’cica!
science meet included a number of events and programs combining the twin elements of
education and fun. Through a wide range of activities, the Political science meet was
successful in initiating the new batch of students into the life at Po!itical science dcpartment,
giving them umpteen glimpses of what lag ahead in the coming years. Through exciting
programs based on the theme of democracgJ like Plags and quiz, the meet cleictlg Proved to the
studentsj both older batches and the new, that academics can be both enlightening and
enjogabie at the same time. | he meet Proviclccl a warm Platicorm for the new batch to get to
know and interact with their fellow students and teachers in the clepar’cment. ]’c was
heartwarming to see that the meet was attended }39 a hugc turnout of students and teachers

alilce, both as Participants and the ]argér audience.

The meet opened with a welcome note by the current T eacher-in-charge, Dr.
Madhuri Sukhija who spoke encouraging words for the students by way of introducing them
to the department. She also put across the crucial theme of the meet, the dynamics of |ndian
democracy- a question that is ever so important for budding
citizens like the students, with important responsibilities towards
the country and society. T his was followed by a range of

Perpormances bg students showcasing talent and g]itz. [irst was

an enchantin dancc erformance built around the theme of
S P




women cmPowcrmcnt. Fencormecl by a group of three

students, the PerFormance mapped the csscntialjoumeg of a
woman tlﬁrough different walks of Ihce, narrating the story of

discrimination and strugglc

for equa]itg.

Exploring different mediums of exPrcssing the
theme of the dag, the Politica] science meet Prcsentcd two
Plays before the audience- the first one called 5‘11"6}16 ka

Circus, which talked about the ills of Privatization and

neoliberal restructuring that P]ague the education system in
contemporary times; the second one being, Bhrasht T antra, | rast Samej based on one of
the most Pervasive Prob]ems Facing the Political system as well as society at large, namelg,
corruption. ]nstantlg striking a chord with the audience, the Plags not on!g highliglﬂtcd some of
the very grave cha”enges before our clemocracg, but also Provecl the of:t~quoted power of

theatre to connect to a wide audience.

Thc Plags were intexjccted 53 poetry recitation,

esPecial|9 mentionable among which is Dcsh pe Tanch, a
poem Pcnncd and recited }39 a studcnt, followed 139 a solo
act of mimfcrg on the life of Politicians and a Polgtoon on
Swacchha Bharat Abhiyan— all related to the largcr
theme of c}emocracy in ]ndiaj exploring its various facets in

varied ways.

One of the highlights of the Politica] science meet

was the Quiz comPctition between the newest students to

join the depar’cment, that s, the first year batcl—l, as a way
of testing their knowlcdge related to the Po]itical system in
the country. Bg means of audio cliPs, the ParticiPants were asked to first idcnti{y the

speaker, and then answer four related qucstions. More than mcrelg testing the extent of




knowicdge, this Particular segment of the meet was intended to educate and cquiP the
students the know-how about the imPortant leaders who contributed in si'iaping the

democratic structure in

the country since its
inchencience. ]t was

Promising to see that

several Partici[:)ants were
aijie to not oniij correctlg

icientiizg the historical

icigure Fcaturing in the
audio ciiP, but also were able to answer all the related questions,
dispiaging adequate acquaintancc with the i‘iistoricaLPo]iticai

structure of the countrg.

The political science meet concluded with a power packed folk dance segment, displagjing the
quintessential diversity that holds our democracy together. This segment included folk
dances from diverse and rich cultures of Rajasthan, Kashmir, Gujarat and Punjab, only to
culminate by bringing them together as colorful beads strewn together through one string,
Through music and dance, this segment celebrated the much applauded theme of unity in

ciiversitg thatis a hallmark of the democratic structure in the country.

Over all, the Poiitical science meet was successful in Putting forth a Piaticorm for an
enjogabie and educative afternoon of interaction, ti'ieatre, music and dance, as well as
brainstorming. \With an ambience of warmth and welcome, the Politicai science meet set ro”ing

the onward process of the current semester with all its activities.
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One of the glittering l’tigh]ights of

Wia o Tw - Lloloe AM

the current semester was the ’ca”(
organized bg the Departmcnt of Fo!itical

SCience, Mata Sunclri Co”ege on
September 21. | he topics for discussion included two themes, first, ‘|~ merging | rends and
P P gng

]ssues in ]nternational Keiations’ and second, ‘Whg Lega] Literacg?’The clistinguished
speakcrs invited for the talk were Frof. Navneeta ("haddha, Heacl—omC~DcPartmcnt, Delhi
Universitg and Froxc. UJ'jwal Singk, Reacler and former HOD, De”‘ni Universitﬁ. TI’]OUSI"I

seeminglg unrelated topics, it was intended that the students be given an oPPortunitg to
debate and discuss the latest cleveloPmcnts within various sub~discip]ines of Political science,
both old and new. While international relations is a clgnamic paper that the students of
Political science are not unfamiliar with, taught as it is, at various stages at undergrac{uatc and
Postgraduatc levels, a paper on !cga! litcracg, dcsignatcd as Your| aws, Your Kights’~which
was the central theme of the lecture bg Frof. ijal Singl'w has recentlg been introduced as
a skill-based paper as Part of the new CBCS curriculum. lt was cxpcctcd that a lecture on

the imPerativencss of ]ega] literacy in contemPorary times

would underline the imPor’cancc of a course like this at
the undergradua’cc lcvel, bringing the students a step
closer to undcrstancling the wide spectrum of laws of the
country. On the other Hand, an in~dept|'1 discussion of |
the evo!ving discip]inc of international relations in
contemporary times was cxpectecl to throw crucial light
on the fast changing reality of the world before our eyes,
which necessitates deve]oping new c}isciplinarg and

methodological tools to grasp it.




Giiven the fact that it is not very
often that students get a chance to hear
]ive, the eminent scholars ttieg read in
class, it was no surprisc that the talk
attracted huge Participation from the
students of the department of Politicai
science, as well as other ciePar'tments, and
a gooci number of teachers. Atter a
welcome note by Dr Madhuri Suktiga,
TIC, Folitical Science Dcpartmcnt, the sPcakcrs took charge and delivered impacttui and

ttiougtit—Provoking lectures on their respcctive toPics. Frot. Navneeta, sPeakirig on the
ctianging dgnamics of the discipline of international relations (JR), tiigtiligtntcci the crucial issue
of how the discipline of ]R is tast~transtorming in order to understand and resPonci to the
ctianging globai reaiitg. Dcscribing it as a ‘sea—ct;uming’) she Poignantig Pointeci out the sets
of ‘negatives’ as well as ‘Positivcs’ attached to such a process. ]rrespective of the pros and
cons, she called it an ‘exciting’ Ptiase for the ciiscipiine as it tries to fill the ‘past silences’ within
itselt, as well as, moves forward to exPand its ciisciplinarﬁ boundaries to become more
inclusive and critical. |n this process, the new emergent ciiscip]ine of IR i‘ieips us to qucstion
the ‘obvious’ and the ‘givens’ within the disciPline, rePiacing it with new imowlecige systems

and mettioclologicai tools to understand ttic worlci around us.

T he next sPealcer, Frof. ijal Singti, sPcaking on the imPortance of the process of
iegai litcracg for the citizens, raised some Pertincnt ctia”erigcs in the process of ensuring
justicc ttirough what is termed as the rule of law. Calling it a ‘difficule process which is bereft
with ctia”criges, the speaker drew a Para”ei with a ‘cioublc~ecigeci’ sword, impiging that the
processes of law empower, as well as a//'5~em[:>ower; ttley strengthen and exPanci CitizcristiiP, at
the same time, curtailing its boundaries ttirougti the processes of codification and enlistment.
Frot. Sin h highlighted that a sub-disciplinary course on legal literac y helps to understand

AU arm b 2 i gidl

both these faces’ of the lcga] structure in the country. ]n addition, he underlined the crucial




fact that the ]ega! processes cannot be abstracted from the social whoie, implying that the

]ega] structure imPacts and is imPac’cec[ upon bg the larger societal forces.

The lectures were followed bg a round of ques’cions from the students and teachcrs,

and it on!g hclped to take forward the discussion in important and new directions.




Inter-College Debate Competition, 7 November, 2016

Thc Depar’cmemt of Foli’cical Science organized an “ln’ccr~DePar’cmemta] Debate on
the toPic “Freedom of 5Peeclﬁ is the true test of Democracg” on 7th of Novcmbcr, 201 6.
]:reeclom of sPcech is regardcc{ as the first condition of ]ibcrtg‘ ]n Fact, freedom of sPeech
and expression is the greatest given oPPortunitg for a clcmocracg‘ The essence of free
sPeech is the abi]ity to think and sPcak Free!y and obtain information from others through
Pub]ications and Public discourse without fear of retribution, restriction or repression 133 the
government or others. T!ﬁere were fourteen Participan’cs from various clepartments of the
co”egc. ]t was a tlﬂouglﬁt Provoking debate where the students Put forth their argumcnts for

and against the motion.

Some argucd that in modern times,
it is widelg accepted that the righ’c to
freedom of spccch is the essence of free
society and it must sageguarded at all time.
Tl’lc quantum of this basic freedom grantcd
to the citizens becomes the standard to
determine the qualitg of democracg in a

country. T}'\e Participa nts sPokc

vel—rementb on the issue and came up with

their Perspectivc regarding the same.

However,some considered riglwt to sPecch as one of the many conditions of true
clemocracy and not the on]y one like Protec’cion of rights of citizens, free and fair e!ections,
wider oPPortunities for meaningFul Participation in civic affairs for citizens and a limited and
constitutional government alor\g with rule of law are the other Prc~conditions of clemocracy.
Wl—]ile others consider widespreacl socio-economic equalitg as another test of a true

clemocracg in absence O]C Wl’liC}’! deOCY‘aC\lj bCCOIﬂCS l’!O”OW.




The students who were an audience to the show were
actively involved with interjections to the participants. |t
was a healthy debate and the audience thoroughly
enjoyed. With healthy and intelligible deliberation on the
topic, the activity proved to be an enlightened and

i“uminating endeavor.
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Different [Hues of the Fo]itical Science Meet, ScP 52016




Glimpscs of the ﬂag ‘5hi|<sha ka Circus’ 3 Folitical Science Meet, ScP 5
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Kapt in Thought, the Political Science DCPt Talk 21 56?’ 2016
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